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The Sharp Family Civil War Letters 
Edited by Grorcre Mums 


The Civil war correspondence of an Iowa soldier, 
Private John Sharp, and his wife, Helen Maria Sharp, 
was recently presented to the Iowa State Department of 
History and Archives through the courtesy of their great- 
great-grandson, James M. Foster, of Wichita, Kansas. 
These original letters contain not only the personal ob- 
servations and thoughts of a soldier in the ranks during 
that terrible conflict, but are of particular significance 
in reflecting the hardship, loneliness, and anguish endured 
by loved ones at home in those long years from 1861 to 
1865. 

John Sharp was born in Shelby county, Kentucky, in 
1819. As a young man he came to Iowa, married and 
settled northwest of Fort Des Moines near Kirkwood. 
He enlisted in Company D, Second Regiment, Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, November 20, 1861,? and took part 
in the bloody battle of Shiloh receiving a slight cheek 
wound. The muster rolls of Company D show that Sharp 
was discharged for physical disability, October 28, 1862.% 


There is a break in the letters until early in 1865 when 
he re-enlisted, this time with the Tenth Regiment, Iowa 


1A post office from 1858 to 1864 in the northwestern part of Polk 
county, between Beaver creek and the Des Moines river. David C. 
Mott, “Abandoned Towns, Villages and Post Offices of Iowa,” Annals 
of Iowa (third series), Vol. XVIII (July 1981), p. 61. 

2 Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, 
Des Moines, 1908, Vol. I, p. 202. (Hereafter designated as Roster and 
Record) 

3 His discharge specified the disability as chronic bronchitis with 
incipient phthisis or consumption. 
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Volunteer Infantry. He marched with Sherman’s army 
in its campaign through the Carolinas, on to Richmond, 
and then to Washington for the grand review at the end 
of the war. Sharp was mustered out of the service with 
the other members of the regiment at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, August 15, 1865,4 and came home to his family 
who had moved to Xenia.2 Sometime after 1870 they 
moved to Kansas, settling on a farm near Roxbury. 
John and Helen Maria Sharp lived for many years after 
their trials of the Civil war. He died in 1901 and she 
passed on in 1905. 

The correspondence is presented as written, as nearly 
as possible. It has been edited only to the extent of 
making it intelligible to the modern reader. There are 
places and individuals that could not be further identified. 

These letters reveal in moving terms the problems and 
feelings of this lowa frontier family separated by Amer- 
ica’s great civil conflict. John Sharp was a dedicated 
defender of the Union, but he also exhibited much con- 
cern for the welfare of his family at home. The letters 
of Helen Maria Sharp to her soldier husband are especial- 
ly poignant messages. Struggling to provide food and 
shelter for her four, and then five, children, she wrote 
distressingly of the overwhelming responsibilities thrust 
upon her amid constant worry and anxiety over the 
health and safety of their father. 


December the 3rd 1861 

Dear Companion .. . . I am well and in good spirits. 

we had a pretty hard night the first night out. it was 

cold and we had 12 men in the coach. We got to st louis 

Sunday evening. we found 18 thousand men in the Bar 

[racks].° there has been 4 thousand come in since. they 
4 Roster and Record, Vol. Il, p. 248. 


5 Was a village with a post office from 1859 to 1882, located in 
northeastern Dallas county about one and one half miles east of the 
present town of Woodward. Iowa Postal History Society, Bulletin No. 30, 
October, 1956, p. 82. 


6 Sharp joined the Second Iowa Infantry at Benton Barracks, Missouri, 
near St. Louis, where it had been stationed since October 29. The 
regiment was mustered into the service May 27 and 28 at Keokuk, ten 
days after Governor Kirkwood received President Lincoln’s call upon 
Towa for 82,000 more troops. The first regiment from the state composed 
of men enlisted for three years, it was also the first to leave for the 
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had a grand Review Sunday evening and it was a pretty 
sight to see 20 thousand men on paraid and twenty full 
Bands playing. there is 3 regiments of cavalry and one 
of artillery. I have just come in from drill. there was 
a man killed Sunday evening by the accidental firing of 
agun. it took the [w]hole top of his head off. the health 
of the soldiers is good. I got a coat, pants and vest in 
Demoin and coat, pants and overcoat, two shirts, drawers 
and two pairs socks and shoes in St. louis so I have as 
many cloths as I can carry. I wish you had as many. 
I shall get my pay the first of January. then you can 
get some. I am not sorry I came. all that troubles me is 
you at home. I want you to get wilson and go and have 
that deed made out in your name. I will write you soon 
again and send you some stamps. I can not get them 
now. Secession[ist]s are plenty here but quiet. we expect 
to go down with the fleet. I would like to have your 
company but this is no place for you and my country 
calls me here. no more 
from your ever true husband 
John Sharp 


to H M Sharp 


5th I have just come in from Drill. I am well and 
getting along fine. we have plenty to eat and wear and 
‘we have any amount of soldiers here. we have 25 
‘thousand. we drill twise a day and have dress paraid 
-every evening. hartman is coming home in a few days. 
[he is rejected. I want you to write soon direct Saint 
|louis, Second Iowa Regiment, Capt. Mills, Co. D.7_ Saint 
llouis is a large city. our Baracks are 3 miles North of 
the city. I will try to send you some money by hartman. 
‘we expect to leave here in a few days for the south. we 
ee tonal’ Sewel H. Gerts, end atte 
‘September 6th under Colonel James M. Tuttle, the unit performed 
icable service in helping to establish the authority of the federal 


‘government in Missouri. See Roster and Record, Vol. I, pp. 91-02; 
Lurton Dunham Ingersoll, Iowa and the Rebellion, 1866, pp. 33-36. 


7 Noah W. Mills was appointed Second Lieutenant of Company D 
after enlisting May 4, 1861, and promoted to Captain, June Ist. See 
. A. Stuart, Iowa Colonels and Regiments, Des Moines, 1865, pp. 65-70. 
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are going with the navy one hundred thousand strong 
with a hundred armed vessels. soldiers are coming in 
all the time. I think we will be redy to start by Monday. 
if we have good luck in clearing the Mississippi the war 
will soon be over and I think with the force here and 
on the River secession stands a poor sight. do the verry 
best you can and dont fret about me. I think it will 
not be long till the war will be over and I can come home 
and enjoy the pleasure of my family again. kiss those 
Dear children for me and tell them pa thinks of them 
while he is fighting for his country and for them. no 
more. My best love to you. 

John Sharp 

to his ever loving Wife H M Sharp 


Dec 19th 1861 

Dear John ... we are all well in body but i cant say 
as much about my mind. i can hardly tell you how 
much trouble i see. you said before you went away 
that you would do all you could but your generosity 
overcomes your prudence so that now what my family 
will do for the winter is more than ican tell. your first 
payment has all gone but 4 or 5 dollars and i expect 
you will contrive some place for that. men say here that 
they will not give me one bushel of corn for that note 
and they say right out that [illegible] help your family 
for you [illegible] help so lazy a fellow as Joe Hartman. 
so you may be assured it makes me low spirited so that 
i cant help writeing to you to not for gods sake if you 
want to save me from getting rid of myself lend your 
money till you relieve your family. i would not care if 
i had no children. they might get it all from you. now 
do not when you write again raise my hopes by saying 
you sent me the money. one happy night i thought by 
what your letter said that i would get it in the morning | 
but it was missing and my disapointment is more than 


8 Sharp considerably overestimated the strength of the forces available 
for the western campaign. Harper’s History of the Great Rebellion, ~ 
Part I, 1866, pp. 225-226, reported that General Halleck did not have 
an effective force of over 50,000 men at St. Louis and Cairo at the 
beginning of 1862 and the naval fleet consisted of twelve gunboats and 
thirty-eight mortar-boats, some of which were not yet ready for action. 
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ican well bare. now do not raise any more false hopes 
for dissapointments nearly kill me. i cant eat nor sleep. 
my back hurts me so that i cant stand it to chop hardly 
at all. i shall have to brake up housekeeping before 
long. if i was only out of the way folks would take 
care of my children but to scatter them while im alive 
is more trouble than i can bare to think about. i got the 
letter that you wrote the 5th yesterday and had to pay 
3 cents on it but he let it come out of the office. i want 
you to write once a week for a while and write more 
satisfactory. the children? miss you very much but they 
will cry a while and then it is all bright again but with 
me i have only seen a few pleasant hours since you 
went away. that night that i got the letter and likeness 
before i knew that the money was lost i felt quite cheer- 
full but it will not be long that i shall be troubled so i 
want you to keep out of bad company as much as possible. 
i know that it is difficult but you know you are not 
obliged to join them in there wickedness. i want you 
to be respectible if it is in your power. the baby has 
got so it plays a good deal and is going to be very for- 
ward. he can most sit alone. Allie wants you to come 
home to get your kisses. Ira cried the other morning 
for you to come home. it is very lonesome. i cant 
think of it with any digree of patience. i want you to 
write to me what was the reason that they did not send 
Joe home and what they said ailed him. he said that 
they said that he had the quick consumption but there 
is no one believes him. most people think that you did 
not lend him the money and that he [illegible] home 
and that he used the money for some other purpose. 
now write the whole of it and tell me what i shall do 
to get my pay. we cant get any thing from the vollen- 
teers aid society. putman cant get anything and i have 
nothing to wear to go to town. the sore throat is very 
bad in town. Jess Sumple and Andy Stallsworth has 
gone to war and some think that John H and Jake R 
will go soon but i dont know. i should like to go to 


9 They were Caroline, about 12 years old; Ira 8; Alice 4; and Charles 
6 months. Mrs. Sharp must have been 32 or 33. 
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Xenia new years. putnams is going up to se Melvina 
married but i expect i cant go for i have no clothes. 
about the deed i am so afraid that i shall find something 
wrong that i shall not say anything about it and another 
thing i have not got the money to get it recor[ded]. i 
supposed you had seen about it. you said i should not 
have to run around to see to such things. now if you 
want me to have a deed write to the one that has the 
deeds to make and then maybe they will do it. iam so 
near wild now that one drop more trouble would upset 
my reason for i do not think that i am all right now. 
sis says that i am all the time muttering asleep or awake 
and i cant get hold of anything to do it right. maybe 
you think this is not a very good letter but i have only 
written the truth and put as good a face on it as possible. 
they came and got Jakes gun and ax and the rest of 
the things. i want you to write when you see Jake. i 
wrote for vine today. she got 11 dollars yesterday. i 
want you to send me some money as soon as you can 
but trust no one with it. the baby sis says can pull hair 
and tell you that he would pull your whiskers now good. 
write soon and often. you dont know how anxious i am. 
this from your loving wife 
H M Sharp 

my hair is come out till it is very thin. i am afrid i 

shall be bald. 


January 14, 1862 

Dear John ...i have been quite well since i wrote 
before. i did not get any letter from you last week and 
felt very much disappointed and vine nor anyone got 
any. i begin to feel very uneasy. i wrote to you a week 
ago last friday and sent you bens letter and told you 
about what i got from the county and all the news that 
i knew. i want you to write oftener and tell us more 
news. you do not tell what you have to eat or how you 
sleep or anything about it. i have been gone from home 
since saturday. i went up to putnams to go to meeting 
with all of the children and went to meeting saturday 
night and sunday but sunday was one of the coldest 
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days i ever saw. putnam has the sorest eyes i ever saw. 
he has the inflammation in his eyes and has had about 
a week. he cant go out at all. he walked the floor all 
night sunday night. he cant even sit down they pain 
him so. it got so cold meeting broke up sunday and it 
was so cold i could not get home yesterday? but this 
morning Mr. murray come and brought me home but 
it is cold now i tell you and i have but little wood. bill 
was just here and cut me some. he has froze one of 
his toes and lady has froze one of her feet very bad. 
but now the snow is coming on me while i am writeing 
and it snows very fast. i have no loft in the house. i 
dont think that i ever lived in as cold a house in my 
life. it is all i can do to keep from freezing. i would 
like to know what i shall do about that deed and what 
lawson owes you. that of Joe Heartman i shall never 
get. everyone says you ought to lose it. i should have 
had more done for me if you had not let him had the 
money. Joe is not worth one dime in the world. i shall 
have to have another wood bee sometime soon for i am 
just out of wood. ido not think putnam has done any 
great scratch getting wood. he got one load when you 
was in the fort yet and choped about half hour one night. 
i want you to see Jake Hancratt and see what is the 
reason that he has stop writing to vine. She has had 
7 letters wrote to him since you went away and i do not 
believe he gets them all. there is a good many stories 
going. some stories that jess sample told i suppose he 
owned was lies before he went away. it troubles vine 
that she has had no letter for two weeks. she is at 
pattersons now. they have got a boy there and vine 
will be there this week and maybe will not get a chance 
to write. you see him and when you write write about 
how he is. you do not know how much comfort it is to 
hear from you. we hear that the measles is among the 
soldiers. is it? old coil madison whiped his wife and 
drove the whole family off about two weeks ago and 
then said he would kill her if she did not come back. 


10 It was 15 degrees below zero Monday, the 18th, the coldest day 
in December and January. Des Moines Daily State Register, February 
4, 1862. 


488 ANNALS OF IOWA 


she went home. he was drunk and then took sick and 
was buried saturday at dogtown.!! 15th. i waited till 
this evening to see if i would get a letter but as is my 
luck i am dissapointed. you write so little you will get 
out of practice and i shall feel as if i was neglected. 
vine got one from Jake. i heard that the boys all had 
the measles. why you don’t write i see now. if you 
ever get uneasy about not getting letters you know 
something how i feel. the baby grows stedy and has 
great big blue eyes and a tooth most through. Ira says 
you must come home and i think you will have to man- 
age him for he is most too much for me. allie says tell 
pa she has got a three cent piece that she is going to 
buy a letter with. now i shall have to quit for the want 
of ink. write soon. 

i have just come back from casebiers and heard what 
was in Jakes letter. you just tell Jake that if that is the 
way he writes to his wife it is a good thing i ant his 
wife. if he dont know her it is time he did. i have 
seen nothing in vine bad. she stays at home and minds 
her bussiness as much as any one. as for the stories of 
that lier it is not worth mind. you he said nothing about. 
i begin to think that you have most forgot your family. 
we are most froze this morning. it is about the coldest 
weather i ever saw. we most freeze chopping this 
morning. i guess i have frosted one of my feet some. 
you said that i would not have anything to see to but i 
tell you if i should wait to have someone come and see if 
i wanted anything i would both freeze and starve for 
no one comes in the house unless i go beg for it and 
sometimes not then. you wrote that you would send some 
more money the first of january but now the 16th and 
you have not even wrote in this month. i cant write 
any more for i have no more stamps or paper but write 
oftener or i shall give up all hopes. this from your wife 

H M Sharp 


11 A town usually called Andrews, laid out in 1857 in Jefferson town- 
ship, Polk county, about one mile west of the Des Moines river. The 
name of its post office (1861-1886) was Lincoln, and in later years it 
went by that name. David C. Mott, “Abandoned Towns, Villages and 


Post Offices of Iowa,” Annals of Iowa (third series), Vol. XVIII, (July 
1981), p. 59. 
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you wanted me to make the children think you done 
right by going away but i cant teach them that when i 
know it is not right so i dont teach them anything. 


McDowell Prison?” 
January 10, 1862 
Mrs. M. H. Sharp; 

Your husband asked me to write to you and send you 
ten dollars of the money he has drawn. He has been 
pretty sick, but is getting better and will be out doing 
duty again in a short time. He makes a good soldier, 
attends well to his business, and I have missed him while 
he has been unwell. He will write to you himself in a 
short time. I write now because he wished to send you 
the ten dollars and leave the rest in my care till he 
needed it. 

We will remain where we are for a few weeks yet I 
think. 

I am yours truly, 

Noah W. Mills, 
Captain 


January 22th 1862 

Dear husband. it is with a troubled mind that i sit 
down to answer your letter by the captain. i had felt 
uncommon anxious about you for several days but the 
anxiety can not be expressed for he did not write what 
was the matter nor how long you had been sick. i got 
ten dollars. it come in a good time and if you had been 
well i should have been very glad but while it relieves 
my children on one side i shall be afraid you have sent 
it when you needed it for your comforts while sick for 
we hear the sick soldiers is not taken good care of. now 


when you write let me know what kind of a bed and 


what kind of nursing you have what you have to eat 
and all about it. all the boys from here is haveing the 
measles but some of them wrote home this week. i 


12 A former medical college converted to house Confederate prisoners 
which the Second Iowa moved into the city to guard December 23rd. 
See “The Civil War Diary of John Mackley,” edited by Mildred Throne, 
Iowa Journal of History, Vol. 48 (April 1950), pp. 141-168. 
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wrote to you last ‘week. every week you are gone i am 
more lonely and i feel that the war wont end soon. I 
am afraid that exposure will ruin your poor health if 
not kill you out right. i want you to have the captain 
write if you do not get well pretty soon. i have not got 
that money of heartman and do not know as i ever shall. 
i got 4 loads of wood up the other day and they chopped 
it all up good so i am relieved of that for a week or 
two. i hardly know what to write. the baby cries all 
the time and i have wrote a long letter for vine. i 
should like to be there and take care of you. you do 
not know how much i think about you. i want you to 
write whether you could get any thing if i should send 
you it. iam afraid you have no good pillows while you 
are sick. now write as soon as you can and relieve my 
mind. this from your ever true wife. 
H M Sharp 

P.S. give my complyments to captain mills and tell him 
i am much obliged to him. 


pittsburg, tennasee'® March the 21 1862 

Dear Maria ...I am well and was never heartier 
in my life. I had rather a rough trip to the regiment.'* 
the weather was cold and Disagreeable all the way. I 
found it on the boat at pittsburg landing. we are in 
camp 2 mile from the tenasee river in a verry pretty 
place waiting for a bridge to be built. there are about 
150 thousand troops’® here waiting to march for memphis 
100 mile across the country. there are 40 or 50 thousand 


13 A crude landing on the west bank of the Tennessee river which 
became the scene of the great battle known as Shiloh. General Grant 
made Pittsburg Landing his base of operations for the Army of the 
Tennessee preparatory to moving against Corinth, a vital transportation 
center about twenty miles to the west and south where General Albert 
S. Johnston had concentrated a Confederate army of 40,000 men. 
S. H. M. Byers, Iowa In War Times, Des Moines 1888, pp. 122-148. 


14 Private Sharp’s sickness prevented him from taking part in the 
siege of Fort Donelson which was captured February 16th, the Second 
Iowa Infantry greatly distinguishing itself in its first important battle. 
See report of Colonel J. M. Tuttle, commanding, Reports of the Adjutant 
General, State of Iowa, Vol. Il, Des Moines, 1868, pp. 779-782. 

15 Union soldiers seem to have been under a misapprehension as to 
their numbers. See “Letters from Shiloh,” ed. by Mildred Throne, Iowa 
Journal of History, Vol. 52 (July 1954), p. 246. Grant reported the 
number of Union forces as follows: “At Shiloh the effective strength 
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sesesh[ionists] at a railroad station about 15 mile from 
here and we expect to have orders to march as soon as 
the bridge is done. we expect to reach memphis in 
two weeks and then I can write and send you some 
money. at present it is not safe sending money and we 
cannot send letters only as we send them by individuals. 
I have a chance of sending this to Demoin. I found the 
boys well generally and in good spirits and if they get 
in another fight they will not falter but keep their good 
name without blemish. I will tell you something about 
the country. I was some disapointed in it. from the 
mouth of the tennasee it is low along the river and 
the river being high it was overflowed for miles back 
and the inhabitants gone. where they were not they 
cheered us and made great professions of union. the 
peach trees was in full bloom and the weather is warm 
and pleasant and everry thing denotes the return of 
spring but the country here is entirely laid waste and 
there will be little or nothing raised this season. there 
is no preparation for cotton and things look hard for 
the people here. the country seems to be ruined for 
years for any kind of business and the people are dis- 
couraged but seem to be rejoiced at our victoryes on 
the tenasee. now for our own matters I can not send 
you any assistance untill we get to the mississippi river. 
then I will send you some money if I do not come home. 
there is talk of our being disbanded when we get there. 
I want you to write as soon as you get this and direct 
st louis the same you always have. I expect you would 
like to know how I got along for money. Mr Mills at 
the fort let me have ten Dollars and when I got to st 
louis I found the lieutenant there and he gave me five 
Dollars more. we had a little bat[tle at] pittsburg land- 
ing. we had 6 gun boat men killed and the rebels had 
12 killed and some wounded. Keep up good spirits and 
when I get home we will stay together the rest of our 


of the Union forces on the morning of the 6th was 33,000.” U. S. Grant, 
Personal Memoirs, 1885, Vol. 1, p. 366. And before the battle General 
Beauregard wrote, “we could not possibly bring to bear more than 
88,500 infantry and artillery and 4,300 cavalry.” The American Iliad. 
ed. by O. Eisenschim]l and R. Newman, 1947, p. 171. 
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days. if war comes others may fight. nothing but death 
shall part us again. I have written once before and will 
write again when I get to memphis. no more at present 
but remain your ever true husband untill death. 

John Sharp to H M Sharp 


Pitts Burg landing Aprile. 12. 1862 

Dear maria. it is with feelings of gratitude that I sit 
down to write to you. I received a letter from you 
wensday and was verry glad to hear from you but was 
sorry to hear that you had been sick. I was glad to 
hear you was satisfied with the trade. I want you to 
enjoy yourself as much as possible for I know how un- 
easy you must be on my account and it is out of my 
power to help you to any money yet. we have not been 
paid yet and dont know when we will but think before 
long. we have plenty to eat and are in good health. I 
am fatter than I have been for two years. my wound 
is nearly well. I did not leave duty for it though it 
made my ears ring pretty keen.1® we had a hard fight 
but our loss was not as great as we at first thought. 
the 2[nd Iowa] lost 9 killed and 80 wounded.!" we laid 
under heavy fire from eight in the morning till dark and 
laid on our arms all night and commenced early monday 
morning and kept it up untill three when the[y] broke 
and retreated with great loss. their loss doubles ours.'§ 
it was an awful distruction of life. it was awful to go 
over the battle field and see the dead dying and wounded. 
the Rebs left their dead and wounded on the field and it 
was 4 days before we could get them all buried and the 
wounded taken care of. we took all their cannon. we 
are still in our old camp and I cannot find out when we 
will leave here. some of our forces are still following 


16 Captain Mills wrote a graphic description of Company D’s action 
at Shiloh in a letter to his brother printed in the Des Moines Daily State 
Register, April 23, 1862, in which he said, “Sharp of my company got 
a buck shot in the side of his head which he still carries.” 

17 The official casualties reported for the Second Iowa at Shiloh 
were 8 killed, 60 wounded, and 4 captured or missing. War of the 
Rebellion: A Complication of the Official Records, Vol.X, Part 1, p. 101. 
(hereafter referred to as Official Records) 


18 Confederate killed and wounded totaled 10,699, while the Union 
losses were 18,047. Official Records, Vol. X, Part 1, pp. 108 and 396. 
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up the rebs. some of them are in a swamp between here 
and memphis. there are prisoners coming in every day. 
buels [Buell’s] pickets had a fight yesterday and took 
20 prisners. general mickell took a train and fifteen 
hundred prisoners that was on their way to reinforce 
Buregard [Beauregard].!® there is some talk of our 
being sent to Chicago with prisners but I dont know 
whether it is so or not. it is believed here that we will 
be sent home in six weeks. general Hallack [Halleck] 
says he is going to have the boys home in time to plant 
late corn. I shall send you some money as soon as I 
get it. do the best you can and dont fret about me. the 
same god that took me safe through one storm of leaden 
hail is able to bring me safe home and I believe he will 
do it. trust him and all will be for the best. I want 
verry much to be with you and the children but I must 
wait the time when our country needs me no longer. 
it is a great satisfaction to have your picture. I wish I 
had the childrens to. it is verry warm here and a heavy 
thunder shower coming up but we have good tents. 
sephus waldo and skinner are well. I saw them day 
before yesterday. I want you to write and I will write 
whenever I can. we have no stamps here and cant get 
them and paper is verry scarce. 
from your Husband 
John Sharp to H M Sharp 


April the 23, 1862 

Dear John. i sit down to answer your very aceptible 
letter dated the 12th. we heard about the battle and 
you can not imagine what us folks all went through 
hearing so many reports and no reliable news for the 
mail could not get up for two weeks for the watter. this 
is the first letter i have had from you but i can only 
say now that it is good to trust in god and leave it all 
in his hands. i feel so thankful for your life that I cant 
lament the wound so much for i had given it up as all 
lost by report for we got the news that thare was only 


19 General Beauregard assumed command of the Confederate army 
when Goan Johnston was killed on the afternoon of the first day’s 
fighting, April 6th. 
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400 left out of the 15th [Iowa Infantry]?° and aunt nancy 
has been almost crazy ever since they did not get any 
letter from Sephes this week and aunt nancy was going 
through the house like one will and poor mary gave 
me mine and said to me look at the date and i did and 
see it was after the battle. then when i read it it set us 
all crying for joy. now always write about the boys as 
far as you know. you dont know how i have spent the 
time. icant tell you but i would like to have you come 
home till your wound heals up. iam afraid by what the 
papers say about it it is not so slight as you try and 
make out. your name is in the register 4 times and the 
times and some times says severely some slightly so i 
feel afraid of the worst. we hear that the biggest battle 
will be at corinth. i have got every thing i need up 
here so far by going in debt some. mary waldo has let me 
have butter all along and her and aunt nancy both says 
that i shall have as long as they have any thing to eat. 
bread stuff is scarce on account of the watter staying up 
so long. demoin never was known to be as high before. 
it has taken off houses and whole farms. east demoin 
was all under watter. old catrine down on beaver has 
lost most of his fence and demoine backed up clear to 
pattersons but is going down now so the mail got here 
today. we moved the next monday and if we had not 
come then we should not got moved yet for i have not 
got the rest of my things that i left there but they are 
comeing this week. my cow gives about one quart or 
3 pints at a time. it helps me a goodeal but I did not get 
only 5 hens and the largest rooster moved. we had such 
a load and nothing to put them in so i sold the rest to 
dave to get me a little hay molasses and corn meal. i 
have a good stable and corn crib and the lower part of 
the lot is fenced off for my cow and there is lots of 
lumber about the houses. the lofts are both double and 
they are both a great deal warmer than the one we left. 
i dont like them standing so far apart but i cant fix that 
now. there is a row of pieplant across the garden and 


20 The regimental Adjutant, George Pomutz, reported the number 
engaged as 760 of which 188 were lost at Shiloh. Reports of the Adjutant 
General, State of Iowa, 1866, p. 200. 
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iam going to get her some more and let that stand. the 
garden is not plowed yet for you never saw so wet a 
time. it has been mud and watter snow hail and rain 
and good friday was the first good day this spring but 
now it is trying to snow again. i went down to uncle 
Johns today and got as much sugar as we could all eat 
and thought of you and your poor sore head while we 
was eating it. i am not in debt as much as i should be 
but folks is afraid to trust me or uncle Sam but i can 
get at waldoes if they have and John harlow has kept 
me in wood all cut up. if you send me money dont 
trust it to mail. it would be safer to send by express. 
i was afraid you would trust some to the mail and few 
men can be trusted far. we got a letter from evyline 
and one from the peak.?! i would send you that but it 
was wrote so long ago and i have no stamps. i have to 
borrow and i cant put them in this for it will be to big. 
the children has all had a sick spell but are better. the 
baby has a sore head and face but it is getting some 
better. doc gave me some ointment for it. i got so 
uneasy that i wrote to captain mills so i guess you will 
get that about this time. o that boy at putnams is a girl 
at last. it is most two weeks old. tell the rest of the 
boys that are there that all the folks are well as far as 
i know and i guess i saw the most of them at the post 
office. you never saw such a rush for any place. i 
want you to be carefull of your health and live right so 
that if you do fall you will fall Zionward and we will 
try to meet you in heaven if not on earth but pray with- 
out scesing and put your trust in god and all will come 
out right in the end i feel confident. come home when 
_ you are sick or wounded if you can get away. A[pril] 

25th. Send me some money but be careful how. my 
shoes have give out so i shall soon be barefooted but it 
is getting warmer. everything is getting higher so it 
will cost more to live. you must write every week. 
aunt Matilda was here yesterday to see what was in 
my letter. she is very uneasy about wesly. you tell him 


21 Pike’s Peak. Sharp spent some time in Colorado just before the 
war on a fruitless prospecting venture. 
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if you see him that his folks are well. John Cole was 
here yesterday. ‘he is not very well. he does not get 
over the cough. he said he would plow my garden. i 
must quit for i have filled my sheet. this from your 
true wife. 

H M Sharp 


May the 1st 1862 

I sit down to write you a few lines my dear husband. 
i did not get any letter from you. Josepus wrote that 
he was sick but his letter was written two days before 
yours was. we hear great news here but now it has 
come that New Orlenes is taken.?? i am still so uneasy 
about the battle at Corinth. i cant tell you how uneasy 
i am but i suppose the only chance is a brave heart and 
a strong faith in god. i got a letter from ma. she said 
that Theodore had lost his babe and his mother in law 
and his wife was very sick and he had one of his feet 
froze so bad that he came near losing it but has got 
better. mother said she would come and see me this 
summer if she and I both lived. Theodore lives in 
Hannable [Hannibal, Missouri] and you could find him 
i suppose by going to the match factory and inquiring. 
we are all well and vine is here on a visit and if you 
see Jake tell him i hear they have gone to Pittsburg so 
you will have some chance to see him. i am going to- 
morrow down to see that heartman again. i shall try 
my best to see if i cant get something. i have not money 
even to write. i think it is doubtful whether you get 
any more money or not. it is thought so here but we 
will trust in that hand that has always stood by us. i 
have my garden plowed and some of it planted. Spencer 
is well suited and so am i.?? i have something of a hard 
time about wood. it is such a busy time. i want you to 
write oftener for you dont know what a load of trouble 
seemes to go of[f] ones heart when we get a letter. i 


22 New Orleans surrendered to the United States fleet, under Com- 
modore D. C. Farragut, April 25, 1862. 

23 Mrs. Sharp may have moved to Xenia at this time. She purchased 
the north half of lots No. seven and eight in Block No. five from David 


and Permelia Spencer for fifty dollars according to the terms of a deed 
filed January 19, 1865. 
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want you to be carefull of your health. you are in an 
unhealthy country and it is most as much to be dreaded 
as the battles i believe. i have nothing more to write 
only the children wants to see you very much and it is 
like a new day when we get a letter. now i must stop 
and go milk and thare is prayer meeting to night and i 
must go for it is a place iinjoy. this from your true wife 
H M Sharp 


pitts Burg landing May the 11th 1862 

Dear Maria. I received yours of the 23d day before 
yesterday and was rejoiced to hear from you. I am well 
as present. I have been sick since I wrote you last. I 
have had the small pox. I had it verry light. I am 
nursing the sick now. there has been 40 cases in the 
hospital. there have nine of them died. the rest are all 
getting well. it is a hard disease but I was highly 
favored. I was able to walk round all the time and was 
able to wait on the rest in a week. I am now quite well 
again. I am on a boat at the landing. the regiment are 
at corinth 20 miles from here. they are fighting there 
every day but I dont know how they are getting a long. 
I have not seen any of the boys for two weeks and all 
we know here is camp report and that is not worth any- 
thing at all. I have been trying to get them to let me 
go to the regiment but they wont let me off from the 
hospital. nurses are scarce that have had the small pox. 
I expect to stay two or three weeks yet before I join the 
regiment. I would like to be in the battle at corinth 
and give the rebs another turn but providence has ordered 
otherwise and I will try and be content. my wound is 
about heald up. there is reports that the rebs are coming 
in to our lines in squads every day. there was heavy 
cannonading yesterday in the direction of corinth. it 
is believed that will be the last hard battle in the west. 
I am sorry that I can not write more satisfactory but I 
will write in a few days again. I have not got my pay 
yet but we have our pay rolls made out and will get 
our pay in a short time. now I am verry sorry that I 
can not send you some money in this for I know how 


a 
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bad you kneed it and I will send you some as soon as it 
it paid to me. I want verry much to see you and the 
children. I think of you every hour in the day and dream 
of you nearly every night but my whole trust is in god 
and I believe all will be well yet. I have not seen any 
of the boys since I wrote last. there is one of our com- 
pany with me by the name of morehead. he is a brother- 
inlaw to Mose eversobe[?] and his wife is there. he is 
well. let her know. 


the 10[th] Iowa and second [Iowa] cavelry are both 
here but I have not seen them. we are not allowed to 
leave the boat to see any body on account of the small 
pox. it it verry warm here in day time but cool eve- 
nings which makes it pleasant. we have plenty to eat 
and good bunks to sleep on. we have to be on watch 
6 hours and 6 off so it keeps us pretty busy taking care 
of the sick and sleeping. from your husband 

John Sharp to H. M. Sharp 


May 29th 1862 

Dear husband . isit down to give you my weekly history 
for i will find something to write if it is nonsense but to 
begin we are all well but did not get a letter this week 
but i heard today that Mrs Morehead did and that her 
letter said you were well. they got a letter from a 
woman at keokuk to come and take care of Josephus 
but another come to tell them not to so thare has no 
one went. him and wes Guthrie** are both there in 
the hospital. as for the rest we heard nothing this week. 
you must know whether the union is getting along any 
now or not. it seems it is only holding its own ever since 
that pittsburg battle but still i hope that they will not 
be foolhardy enough to not be prepared for an atack 
from them again. we hear flying reports but no truth 
in hardly any of them for they will be contradicted the 
next day. write all that has the small pox that you are 
acquainted with. the folks here are so afraid that thare 
friends down thare will get them. caroline is staying 


24 John Wesley Guthrie, Company B, Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, died at 
the hospital in Keokuk, May 21, 1862. Roster and Record, Vol. II, p. 945. 
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with mrs harlow. she is alone to night. there is pros- 
pects of a showr. i have got a very nice garden in lettuce 
onions and peas beans potatoes corn cucumbers squashes 
radishes and posies and cotton all up and looks fine. i 
have as much pieplant as i can use and my cow makes 
about half the butter i use and i have most all the milk 
ican use. o i did not tell you i went down to Mrs F 
Guthrie®®> and helped cook for a wool picking and then 
stayed to the picking. mrs guthrie pais me in anything 
to eat. as for money i do wish it would come for i am 
near necked. i would be glad to get a letter from you 
every week but i think that the good God knows what is 
best for us and i believe that it is only for me to pray 
with faith believing that i shall have that i do want 
and if it is best that i shall have it i will get it. i heard 
today that Lacy miller is dead. he was at the battle at 
pittsburg and got wet and took cold and monday night 
begun to come down with the measles. they settled in 
his throat and he died in five or six days. he went from 
illinois. ido not know what regiment. sis says she is 
going to write some but i dont know whether she will 
or not. write soon as you get a letter. i have no stamps 
and do not know how to get any. oh i want you to write 
what i shall do if i cant get my cow up so she will go 
dry. had i better sell her to a drover if i can to fat for 
she will not come in this summer but i was not cer- 
tain till last night but now i know she will not come 
in and i do not think she will pay to keep though i think 
she is a first best young cow. it is late. wait till next 


week. from your wife. 
H M Sharp 


25 Probablv Mrs. Francis E. Guthrie, the mother of Tohn Wesley and 
six other children who reached maturity. Her husband was one of the 
early settlers of Des Moines township. They came from Ohio to Jowa 
in 1854, “driving across the country with teams to Dallas county. Here 
Mr. Guthrie entered forty acres of land from the government, upon 
which not a furrow had been turned nor an improvement made. He 
also bought one hundred and sixty acres upon which he made his home 
and subsequently added twenty acres more. The first house which 
he built he occupied for four years and in 1860 he erected one of the 
first frame houses in the township. building it from native lumber. 
R. F. Wood, Past and Present of Dallas County, Chicago, 1907, p. 330. 
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June the 19th 1862 

Dear husband. i sit down to answer the letter that i 
got yesterday. i was very glad to hear you was well 
but i do not think you have so easy a time as you might 
have if you was in some other places for i think it is 
hard work to nurse. you wrote that you was head nurse. 
do you get only the same wages you did? you are going 
to get a furlough for home. i want if thare is money 
enough comeing to go to indiana and have you come 
thare. i got a letter from thare yesterday. they have 
got a garden planted for me and some cane too. it is 
not only lonesome here but you Know how they always 
gave me so much backbiting. they have not stoped it. 
it is one constant fight all the time. thare was another 
big wool picking today but i could not go. it was to 
prestons. iam getting ready to go to the fort tomorrow 
with the 5 dollars that you sent me. it come in a time 
that my confidence had begun to get very weak. now 
i have some bad news to write. wesley Guthrie and 
Josephus was sent to keokuck hospital about 4 weeks 
ago and both wrote home that they was getting better 
and wanted money to come home on but news came 
yesterday that wesly was dead. he eat to much they 
thought or the rheumatism struck to his heart. he was 
up and went to lie down and died in a moment. his 
folks take it very hard. the children is going to school 
yet. you must write as often as you can. i write every 
week. i wrote last week but i wrote some downhearted 
but i felt that way and when you write i want you to 
write just how you feel. thare is not much news to 
write but what i have written. as for the tattle i am 
so tired of it i dont want to write it. you wanted me 
to remember you at a throne of grace. you have my 
especial prayers every night and morning. i want you to 
live right for life is so uncertain and down thare in 
particular. this is a short letter but it is late and i have 
got to get up early to go to town and i must write a 
short letter or none and a short one is better than none. 
my boy weighs 26 Ibs. ant he a thumpin? he will be 
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some for me to take to town. write soon. this from 
your true wife. 
H M Sharp 


[date missing] 

Dear wife. I received your letter yesterday and was 
glad to hear that you was all well. I am well and still 
nursing in the hospital. the small pox is about stoped I 
think. we shall be here three weeks yet with the sick 
before I can go to the regiment. I did not draw a sent 
payday. my papers came too late to the hospital. I am 
verry uneasy for I am afraid you will suffer for the want 
of money before I can help you. I cannot get any be- 
fore the first of July but he that has ever stood by us 
in prosperity and adversity is able to stand by us still 
and my trust is in him....I know you have a hard time 
but I believe that I am doing my duty to god and my 
country and I believe we will have our reward. I cant 
tell when I will be home. the war goes on. they are 
skirmishing at corinth every day and our men are within 
two mile of the fort and have built strong breast works 
in front. we have taken a good many prisners and 
they got 20 of our men yesterday. there is heavy canon- 
ading in the direction of corinth this morning. I think 
the bombardment of the fort has commenced. [illegible] 
... cant tell how long it will last. there is two . 
[illegible] full armies there and there will be a big 
fight and I think the last one we will have.?® I think 
sesech is subdued when this battle is over. there is a 
great many union men in tennasee. I have not seen 


26 “April 29th, 1862, we began our advance on Corinth, the depart- 
ment commander, General Halleck, taking personal command of the 
union forces. It was generally understood that General Grant was under 
a cloud on account of the surprise at Shiloh which came so near proving 
a defeat to us. The advance on Corinth was slow indeed, as Halleck 
covered the earth with fortifications, the army gaining less than a mile 
a day at times. We occupied just thirty days in this movement, ex- 
pecting hourly an engagement with Beauregard’s army. But he proved 
a very mild warrior, and when Halleck threw up a heavy line of works 
immediately in front of Corinth, Beauregard improved his splendid 
railroad facilities to skip out, after a general destruction of stores of 
great value to the Confederacy, and on the morning of Friday, May 
30th, 1862, we marched into Corinth, it having been evacuated during 
the night of the 29th.” John T. Bell, Tramps and Triumphs of the 
Second Iowa Infantry, Omaha, 1886, p. 11. 
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any of the regiment for a month nor I have not seen 
any of the boys from Xenia. I have been tied in the 
hospital all the time. I could not leave for anything. 
I am in hopes the sick will be well enough in a day or 
two so I can have a little more privilege. I have no 
more news. from your husband. 

John Sharp 


July 6th 1862 

Dear husband. we have just heard of the defeat of 
mclellans army?’ but it is the first report and hope it 
is not as bad as we hear. today is one of the hotest i 
ever saw. it most roasts eggs. today is sunday and our 
Xenia school went to the center school house today and 
all of them went last friday the fourth to Swede point.® 
caroline went and she thinks she had a big day of it. she 
is going to school. so is all the rest down to our old 
scholl house. i thought i would write today for the mail 
comes in on tuesday and sometimes i do not have time 
to write as much as i would like to. my baby is a good 
deal of trouble this hot weather and i have to get the 
children to school and you know how hard hot weather 
sets on me. i get but little spare time. we have got a 
new doctor coming in hear. he is going to move in to 
doc parks house and they have hired me to clean it up. 
it is going to be a job but they will have to pay me for 
it. i want to go to indiana and thare is some talk of 
mose buying my lot. i think i will let him have it for 
50 dollars in cash. if i knew how much it would take 
to take us to indiana i would know what to do. i want 
you to write what i had best do for i dont want to spend 
another winter alone. it seems as if i cant think of it 
but i will do as you think best. i am in debt about 8 


27 “Since Tuesday morning we have received and published frag- 
mentary, confused, sometimes contradictory dispatches relative to a 
Battle before Richmond. The first foreshadowed defeat for the Union 
army. Then came more cheering accounts.” Des Moines Daily State 
Register, July 4, 1862. This was a series of violent clashes that has 
been designated The Seven Days’ Battle during which General George 
B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac was severely mauled before Rich- 
mond by Robert E. Lee. 


28 The town of Madrid, surveyed in 1851, was originally called Swede 
Point. Madrid Register-News, December 1, 1921. 
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dollars and i think some of that could be paid by things 
about the house. you tell me what to do. i want you to 
write about your business more fully so i can know what 
to depend upon. it seems that if it is much hotter thare 
than it is here today no one in the world could stand 
it. i have not got anything but dress and hoops on and 
the sweat just pours of[f] me like rain. i can tell you 
that there is a crop of babys coming on. i will tell you 
as fast as they come. mrs. skinner has a girl. amon 
Dikison has a girl and about ten more expected every 
day. i have not much news to write and i am going to 
leave some till the male comes in. i want you to write 
often for i tell you that three years seems a long time if 
you ever come back. July the 8th. I have waited for 
the mail and got a letter but it seems but little use to 
write to you for you dont get them. i got yours today 
of the 26th of last month. we hear better news today 
of Mclelen. you will hear it so it is no use writing it. 
you write as if you was comeing home now on furlough 
or discharged. our boys are all called back that has 
been here on sick leave. J Gardner and S biggs and 
several others dont like to be called disenters. you said 
you was going to send me money. send it in small sums 
in each letter. i would write more but it seems no use 
but i will write you a simple receipt for the southern 
dioreah. the inside bark of the sweet gum tree made 
in a tea. they say that it is taken and cures in all cases 
when taken in time. you must not quit writing but write 
often. sis is at singing school and the children are all 
abed and i am writing. it looks some like rain and is 
very warm. i have got a very nice garden and all the 
crops look nice. the rie is being cut now. they say it 
is very heavy. wheat looks well and so does corn. it 
is intermission and i must stop for the youngons are 
coming here. i will stop and trust that you will get it. 
i find that the more i trust the more i receive. come 


home soon. from your 
wife H M Sharp 
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July the 29th 1862 


Dear John. i take the time when the children has 
gone to bed to write to you but what to write i dont 
know for you have not got any of my back letters it 
seems but to begin we are all well but Ira is a little un- 
well tonight but is able to eat so i think it is only cold. 
he went to school today but came home at noon. i got 
a letter from you some time ago with 5 dollars and one 
today with 5 dollars and it has all come good. i did not 
get one from the express co but maybe will thursday. 
you know we have two males a week now tuesdays and 
thursdays. i want you to look in St. Louis office and 
Cairo both. maybe you will get-a letter from me. the 
folks are all well as far as i know. i sent you a letter 
by Silus Biggs when he went down and if he sees your 
boat he will give it to you. i am getting along as well 
as i could expect. i have a good garden and i get milk 
from my cow yet and get some work so that i have not 
been in want yet. i have new potatoes and peas and 
beans and onions and beets. i have more garden stuff 
than i had last year. the children all goes to school 
and we have an extra teacher. Miss Cotrell teaches. 
Caroline is learning very fast and so is Ira. allie does 
not learn much but mischief. the Charlie can walk all 
over and he looks like he might be 3 years old. we 
want you to come home very bad. it is very lonesome. 
i got a letter last night from all your folks all in one. 
ben Martha evyline and caroline all wrote some. your 
mother was having chills but said she was getting better. 
John Coles has another boy a week old today. Amon 
Dickson has a girl and i expect you heard wesly Guthrie 
was dead and Josephus W is in keokuck. his wife is 
going to him. i want you to see if you can find out 
where Jasper Nuland is.. he has not wrote home for 
some time and no one knows any thing about him. he is 
in the 15th Co. B. inquire or try to find out what has 
become of him.?® i will write another and direct as you 

29 Jasper N. Newland of Polk county, enlisted January 16, 1862 and 
fought bravely in the battle of Shiloh. He died at Monterey, Tennessee, 


of typhoid fever, July 1, 1862. Leonard Brown, American Patriotism; 
or Memoirs of Common Men, Des Moines, 1869, p. 219. 
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told me. i want you to write often and soon. i think i 
get all you write. put your trust in God and live right 
and all will be right. yet come home when you can. 
this from your wife. 

H M Sharp 


Sunday August 31 1862 

Dear wife. I received yours of the 16th yesterday and 
was verry glad to hear from you but was sorry to hear 
you was not well. I am glad you had courage enough 
to have your teeth pulled so you will be troubled with 
them no more. I am glad to hear you are in good spirits 
for it troubles me when you are down hearted. I am 
well and the regiment are in excelent health and spirits 
having only about 10 unable for duty and none verry 
sick. our regiment numbers about four hundred now. 
three months ago we could not raise more than 150 for 
duty. we are camped near rienza Mississippi on a high 
ridge runing north and south and have excelent spring 
water and have breast works all around us. we are 12 
miles from corinth and the advance. we have 15 thou- 
sand troops with us. the 2[nd] Iowa [Cavalry] and 
2[nd] Mishigan cavalry are our advance guard and the 
sesesh are verry much troubled about the corn and fruit 
we eat and we have a little brush with them every day 
or two. last Monday we killed 15 and took 4 prisners. 
tuesday the 2[nd] mishigan killed several and took some 
prisners with the loss of 6 killed and wounded. we have 
to keep our eyes open. there is strong talk of our going 
to Cairo to fill up the regiment. I cant find out any thing 
about the boys in the 15th. the boys in the 10th were 
well a few days ago. I saw the boys in the 2 Iowa cav 
yesterday. Jake Henerat is a fat little dutchman. Jake 
Moreheds wife wrote to me inquiring after him. he is 
in the hospital yet. he is not verry sick. let her know. 
you wrote something in one of your letters about going 
to Indiana. I wrote all I have to say about it in my 
last. it seems by yours that you are preparing to stay 
there. if you do I hope your mother will come and stay 
with you this winter. she would be so much company 
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for you and I think if you stay there we can get 2 or 3 
lots more there when I come home and it will make 
us a home. do just as you think best. I shall draw 
my pay in a few days. I will send you some as soon 
as I get it. I want to keep a little on hand. a man sick 
here without money is in a bad fix and I want to be on 
the safe side unless you need it. if you do write and I 
will send all I can get. I dont want you to suffer for 
want of it on my account. I may not need it. 
I should be able to send you more but I had all my 
blankets and everything burnt at smallpox hospital and 
had to buy more and I want to pay what money I have 
borrowed. I would like to come home and see you all 
this fall but I dont know whether I can or not. I want 
to see you verry much. I think of you hourly and it is 
a great satisfaction while I tread my lonely beet at night 
when the world sleeps to know I have loved ones at 
home that pray for me and while I fight for their rights 
and the glorious old stars and stripes I shall never tire. 
I was some what surprised to hear ben had gone to the 
war but it is high time something was done and every 
man should feel interested. I want you to write soon 
as you get this for I shall feel uneasy about you untill 
I hear from you again and I hope to hear that you are 
well. 
from your husband 
John Sharp 
September the 2d 1862 

Dear John. i sit down with a heavy heart for you 
have gone into danger again. i got a letter from you 
today dated the 22d. i wrote to you last week and the 
week before and i suppose you will not get the letters 
unless you get them by private conveyance. we are 
all in middling health. i have been quite sick with the 
newralgia but i had 3 teeth drawn and have got better. 
there is great war excitement now. the drafting com- 
mences tomorrow. there is some afraid of the Indians?° 


80 News of the Sioux uprising, known as the Minnesota massacre, 
in the latter part of August, 1862, created considerable alarm and 
apprehension among settlers in the upper Des Moines river valley. “The 
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but i do not know how it is. i wrote to you that i got 
a letter from the peak but i cant quite understand it. 
he wanted to know if he should pay for the mare. you 
said your debts were all paid so i do not know what 
to make out of it. i want you to write and tell me what 
to do. i got the money at the fort but thare was so many 
places to put it that i did not have any left to travel on 
so i cant go to indiana and ben has gone to war and one 
war widdow among them is enough. he is at south bend 
in camp. there is a great many gone from around here 
and we will know of more in a few days for tomorrow 
is the long expected day for drafting. we have high 
times here. a man stabed a soldier in boonsborough?! 
the other day and there is some excitement about the 
soldiers that is south voting. i got a letter from mother 
a few days ago. she says misouri is in a worse condition 
than ever before. she says Jacob is enrolled in the militia 
and she does not know what to do. since i got my money 
i have paid Townsend about 5 dollars of debt and Jos 
Sanks 1% and John harlow for wood 2 dollars and 60 
cents at the fort and 1 dol to Mary Waldo and got my 
stove fixed and got me three chairs and my hay put up. 
that cost me 4 dollars and got shoes for all and a pair 
of boots for ira and a new suit of clothes and will get 
him a cap next time. i got some rolls to make stocking 
yarn and some factory. we have to pay 20 and 25 cents 
recent terrible slaughter of our neighbors in Minnesota by the Indians, 
has produced the most intense excitement in this part of the State. 
Fort Dodge Republican, August 80, 1862. Schuyler R. Ingham, com- 
missioned by Governor Kirkwood to investigate and take whatever 
measures for the defense of the northern counties that seemed necessary, 
distributed arms and raised a small force of mounted men. He reported, 
September 10th, “I visited Dickinson, Emmet, Palo Alto, Kossuth, Hum- 
boldt and Webster counties, found many of the inhabitants in a high 
state of excitement, and laboring under constant fear of an attack by 
Indians. Quite a number of families were leaving their homes and 
moving into the more thickly settled portions of the state. This feeling, 
however, seemed to be more intense and to run higher in the more inland 


and remote counties from the border than in the border counties them- 
selves.” Harvey Ingham, Northern Border Brigade, n.d., n.p. 


31 The town, usually spelled Boonesboro, was laid out in 1851 as 
the first county seat of Boone county. It had a po ulation of 2,000 
by 1865, and was located a mile and a half west of the present city 
of Boone, which was created in that same year and named Montana. 
History of Boone County, Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 417-482. 
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a yard for factory cloth and 15 cents for calico. i can 
go in debt now but before i got my money every one 
but townsend acted as if i was a beggar. now when i 
get fixed for winter it will not take so much to do. you 
know how destitute i was. i need a great many things 
yet but am better fixed in the house than i have been 
since i lived in iowa before but thare is a big gap in 
home. i try to trust but my faith gets weak sometimes. 
it is so lonely and thare is so many mean men that a 
woman has to deal with. some that had as soon quarrel 
with a woman as not. mose Sheppard says he will whip 
ira to death if he goes inside his yard. now that is the 
way i catch it and all because he knows thare is no man 
to thrash him. i want you to keep money enough by all 
means to help you if sick or wounded for i want you 
to send for me if you get down. iam going to write to 
mother tonight to come and stay with me and then i can 
go and will if any thing happens. i want you to send 
me what you can this payment for i want to get all my 
wood put up and me a shawl and such clothes as i can 
go to you if you need me. now write every week 
for my sake. i have written to you every week whether 
you got the letters or not. i guess you will have the 
chance of staying the three years out. i have got quite 
a good garden. old Jack ritgers has lost thare little Selina 
and dave has lost thare boy. John pecks has a girl and 
the preacher Abrahams has a girl and daton a girl and 
John Cole a boy. i maybe will write more next time 
about babyes for i cant think of all at once. Putnam 
has got his arm broke in a threshing machine so that 
they struck his name from the draft roll. now i will 
tell you my baby got a piece of glass in his foot and it 
was in thare a week and two days and then i found out 
it was glass and tried to pick it out and could not. then 
i put beefs gall on it and it came out. it was as big as 
this thing a" and just the shape and run strait in. 
I should thought he could not walk but he did all the 
time. now i will give you a receipt for dioreah. i have 
written it two or three times but again the inside bark 
of the sweet gum tree in a teea. now do use it if needed. 
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i leave you in the hands of that god that has never failed 
us. this from your wife 
H M Sharp 


Sept the 7th 1862 

Dear wife. I have waited untill today in hopes of 
getting a letter from you but got none. I am afraid you 
are sick or something is the mater that you have not 
written. if there is I want you to write. we have moved 
again. we are at Corinth again. we started for kentucky 
but when we got to corinth we got orders to stop and 
when we come to find out the general was trying to 
steal the regiment from grant but he found it out and 
stopt it and we are here yet but are under marching 
orders but I dont know where. there seems to be plenty 
of places they want us. the Rebs are doing their best 
now. we will have plenty of work to do for awhile now 
and we cant tell one day where we will be the next. 
I have not seen any of the boys from there since I wrote 
before. I am not as well as I was. I have not been on 
duty for a week but I shall be able to be at it in a day 
or two. it was only a little turn of diereah and I have 
got it stopt. I have been verry uneasy since I got your 
letter that you was sick but I have confidence in god 
that he will do all things well and hope that you are 
well again and will be cared for untill this wicked war 
is over and we can enjoy liberty again. I want you to 
write all the news up there. I was glad to hear of the 
capture of Rebs in Iowa. it is what had ought to have 
been done a year ago. if they will take care of the Rebs 
in the northern states it will be much easier whiping 
them here. I cannot tell when I shall be able to come 
home but I trust in god and believe the time will come 
when I can come home and enjoy the peace I fight for. 
I want you to keep up your spirits and do the best you 
can. you wanted to know when I would get paid again. 
we are mustered for pay and will probably be paid in a 
few days. I wish you to write the regiment Ben is in. 
you wanted to know whether to sell your cow or not. 
do as you think best but if she is a good one she is young 
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and good cows are hard to get and she is getting better. 
Kiss the children for me and tell them pa thinks of 
them often. from your husband 
John Sharp 


Corinth Sunday Sept the 14th 1862 

Dear wife. I sit down to scrach you a few lines. I 
am getting much better in health. I am able to run 
round considerable. I am not on duty now. the officers 
favor me verry much. I have plenty to eat and I have 
made a bunk that is verry nice to sleep on. the only 
trouble with me now is washing. when I was taken sick 
I had 5 clean shirts but they are all dirty and I am not 
quite able to wash yet. I shall have to get a wench to 
wash them up again tomorrow and then I can get along 
for some time again. there plenty of wenches but we 
have to pay ten cents a piece for washing. you wanted 
me to write more particular. I am going to write a 
good one now. we are at our old camp yet and like to 
be. we have some gay times here. we get up something 
every day to pass off the time and there is a great deal 
of news but we never know how much to believe and 
our officers are changing every day. Captain Mills is 
lieutenant colonel now and Ensign is captain.®? I must 
tell you some fun the boys had the other day. there was 
several roll calls missed and Mills had a wooden horse 
made to punish them and it was hardly up till they pulled 
it down and carried it off. then the officers detailed 
a guard of nine men and put it up again but the regiment 
formed just after dress peraid and charged on the horse 
and he came down and in the morning he was found in 
the sinks so the officers had to go in the woods and have 
a new one made out and it stands there yet but he has 
not been rode yet. there is some talk of a battle here 

82 Edgar T. Ensign enlisted in Des Moines, May 4, 1861, as Second 
Sergeant of Company D. He was promoted to Second Lieutenant, 
June 1, and First Lieutenant, December 5. He proved a capable officer 
and was made captain, June 22, 1862, after distinguishing himself at 
Fort Donelson where he was seriously wounded, and at Shiloh. The 
new captain, thus, succeeded Lieutenant Colonel Mills in command of 


Company D when that officer was promoted to second-in-command of 
the regiment. Record and Roster, Vol. I, p. 188. 
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but I dont think the rebs mean to fight us here. If they 
do they will find us at home for we have fighting men 
here. the 15th has just come in and the 10th and 17 will 
be here soon and second Iowa cavelry so Iowa has a good 
representation here and we are well fortified and are 
waiting for them. they will find the old western army 
again. george harlow has had billious fever but he is 
getting round again. george Hornbuckle and than Noland 
are well. the boys in the tenth are all well but silas 
[illegible] has not got to the regiment yet. I have not 
seen the 15th yet but will tomorrow and will write. I 
will wait for the mail tomorrow. 
John Sharp 


Sept 16 1862 

Dear wife. I have waited two days for a letter and 
have got none yet. I will wait one day more before 
mailing mine. I am still getting better but the officers 
wont let me do anything yet. I walked about a mile 
this morning and got some grapes and pawpaws. I have 
stewd grapes for supper. I have not seen the 15th. they 
are 3 mile from us and I am not stout enough to walk 
that far and back. the waldo boys are well. wallace is 
cooking for the oficers. you have probably heard the 
particulars of Jasper newlands disappearance. he was 
sick and crazy and went off no one knew where and has 
not been heard of since. he may be in some hospital. 
there is no more prospect of a fight than there was a 
week ago. the weather has been very hot and dry. it 
is cooler for two or three days and seems like fall though 
no rain yet and it is very dusty. I want you to write all 
the news up there. Iowa news is what we want here. 
you had ought to see the boys hop when the mail comes 
in. I must tell you a little fun the 2 Iowa cavalry had 
the other day. there was two regiments of Illinois troops — 
left to gard some provisions and the 2 coming up they 
thought it was rebs and broke and run. the 2 took after 
them and took several of them prisners before they found 
out their mistake but it was fun for the second but the 
[illegible] felt pretty cheap. I must draw my letter to 
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a close. I shall have to mail tonight as the regiment 
has orders to march in the morning. I will write again 
as soon as I know where to go. remember me while far 
from you and may that god that careth for all be with 
you. we have not got our pay yet. you will hear from 
me when we do. these few lines from your husband. 
yours ever John Sharp 


Camp 2d Iowa Inf Vol 
Near Corinth, Miss. 
Sept 26th 1862 
Jno Sharp 
Jefferson Barracks [Missouri] 

Herewith find Descriptive Rolls for yourself 
and Becker. The Knapsacks are charged, and if you 
get paid, they will belong to you. Be sure and keep the 
Rolls whether you are paid on them or not. they will 
have to be returned here. Let me hear from you soon. 

In haste EK. T. Ensign 


September the 30 

Dear husband. i received yours of the 23 today. it 
is a very curious letter. i hardly know what to think of 
it. are you in a hospital or are you so sick that you 
could not stay with the regiment and why was you sent 
thare among strangers again? is your health so broke 
that you are going to get a discharge that you will come 
home when you get your descriptive roll for thare is 
no soldiers coming home on furlough? now i want you 
to answer all these questions for you do not know how 
uneasy your letter has made me. why have you kept 
it from me that you was so sick? you might tell me all 
about it for half way makes me fret myself down sick. 
we are all in quite good health now. i want you to send 
to the regiment and get my letters if you can for i sent 
you them peak letters and i do not want to lose them. 
as for money i have not got any and now if i had it i 
could get molasses for 25 cents and if i have to wait i 
shall have to pay 40 and i want you to keep enough to 
come home on if you get a discharge for if you are half 


/ 
; 
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as long getting your descriptive roll as the rest [several 
words missing] the middle of winter before you get 
your pay. but now i want you to get a furlough if you 
can and a discharge but a discharge will make you lose 
your bounty but it makes no difference. we wont starve 
if i keep my health. the law is now a soldier must serve 
2 years or no bounty so they are keen to give discharges 
to soldiers they think will be sick long. i feel so uneasy 
for them barraks is not a verry lucky ones for most evry 
one that goes thare stays sick. thare is whare doc park 
was. i cant get any wood now only what i wash for. 
i wash for a strange woman that has moved in here and 
her man gets me a load of wood and now i am striping 
cain for molasses. i have got to get me a dress and shoes 
before long for i did not get any with that money that 
i got last. i have so many places to put money i cant 
think of getting myself any thing. i should have been 
in a pretty fix now if i had bought cow and hogs. corn 
could be had now for ten cents a bushel. i want to know 
if you paid those debts you owed down thare and i 
want you to tell me what the chance is of your coming 
home. write soon as you get this and be sure and send 
to the regiment and get my letters. we have lots of 
war news but nothing that puts a stop to this war. i 
wrote you all the news in my last letters. thare must be 
4 at the regiment for i have wrote 1 and some times 
twice a week. i must stop now for it is time i was at 
work. i feel most too down to write to you but that 
god that has always cared for me will watch over me 
this cold winter. i want you to write every day or two 
while you are sick for when you are away from the regi- 
ment in some strange hospital whare they are all strang- 
ers to you i feel more uneasy than ever but it is time 
to stop so remember me. 
H M Sharp 


Sile Biggs has got home discharged. 


Oct the 8th 1862 
Dear wife. I received yours of the 30th yesterday and 
was glad to hear you were well. you seem to ask forty 
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questions in one breath but I will try to answer them. 
first. I am in a hospital. 2.1 am not able to march and 
carry knapsack. 3. I am not among strangers. I am 
acquainted with Doctor Steward and nurse and fare first 
rate. 4. I am going to get a discharge. I have got my 
discriptive roll and my papers are sent off to be signed. 
they may be here in the morning and it may be two or 
three weeks. I am better. I am able to run round a 
good deal and I improve the time. I think when I get 
home I shall get well again. I got the pike peak letters 
and will fetch them home with me. I shall draw no 
pay till my papers come and I have but two Dollars left 
so you will have to try and get along a week or two. 
I shall have a little left I think when I get home and 
it wont be long. we will all be sent up to quincy 
[Illinois] tomorrow to make room for wounded from 
Iuka and corinth.*? the 2 is cut all to pieces again. I do 
not want to complain of providence but I would have 
liked to have been with them but they sustained their 
honor. george harlow is here and is getting better. he 
will be able to join his regiment soon. george is a good 
soldier and the right stripe. you want to know what I 
thought of the proclamation and confiscation bill. well 
I think them the right thing in the right place and will 
do more to whip the rebs than fifty regiments of men. 
it breaks the back of rebellion. I am in for it. from 
your husband. 


John Sharp 
I shall be home as soon as I can get my pay. 


83 Federal troops under General Rosecrans, including the 5th, 10th, 
16th, and 17th Iowa regiments, incurred 790 casualties in repulsing the 
Confederate forces of General Price in a short but fierce engagement 
near Iuka, Mississippi, September 19, 1862. Official Records, Vol. 17, 
Part I, p. 78. Union losses in successfully defending Corinth against 
the combined armies of Price and Van Dorn in a bloody battle, October 
3rd and 4th, totaled 2,520, including Colonel James Baker, commanding 
the Second Iowa, and Lieutenant Colonel Mills, Official Records, Vol. 
17, Part I, p. 176. See report of Major James B. Weaver who assumed 
commanded of the regiment when Mills was wounded. Reports of the 
Adjutant General, State of Iowa, 1868, Vol. II, p. 811. There is a 
moving description of the battle of Corinth in John T. Bell’s Tramps 
and Triumphs of the Second Iowa Infantry, pp. 12-14. 
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Xenia Oct the 10th 1862 

Dear John i sit down to drop you a few lines. i 
waited till after the thursday mail. O how anxious but 
no letter come. i have not had one for 3 mails. if you 
are sick hant you got a friend or comrad that will write 
for you. now if you knew how it makes me feel you 
would not let a week slip without a word or two. from 
now till tuesday will seem an age. if you are sick have 
some one write a line evry week whether you get a letter 
or not. i write every week and if any thing is the matter 
twice. i have not missed writing evry week but once 
since the battle at Pittsburg. iam not well. i have not 
been able to set up but a few minutes at a time these 3 
days but i guess i will get over it in time. ido not know 
what ails me. i am nervous as usual when sick and my 
back pains me from the back of my head down. i have 
not taken any medicine but physics and it physiced the 
baby most to death and did not touch me and i durst 
not take any more for he has the next thing to the flue 
but has no fever and runs round. he is a caution for 
fun. i shall have to wean him i guess for my health is 
beginning to run down as it always does when the 
children are over a year old. this is all i can stand it 
to write this time. i will write by the next mail but if 
you do not want me to sink in despair write or get some 
one to evry week. now i will stop and trust to god that 
all things will turn out for our good. i think thare is 
dawnings of peace but it is only a faint streak. this 


from your afflicted wife. 
H M Sharp 


i do not want you to send me money and rob yourself 
for i can live some how if i get well. i cant get anything 
without the money now. if you come home and get your 
pay you must get as many blankets as you can and your- 
self clothing. if you could get a chance to send them 
home do so. send them to desmoin and write and i will 
send for them. a good many has done so. george sent 
home some and a good many over to the point. 

H M Sharp_ 
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Xenia Dallas Co Iowa 
Oct the 16th 1862 

Dear John. i will write a few lines hoping all the time 
it will be sure to not get thare till you are home but if 
you should be detained you would want to hear from 
home. iam some better than when i wrote last. Charlie 
is better but so cross we can hardly live with him. we 
ware all so glad when we got your letter yesterday that 
you was coming home to stay. now if you should get 
this letter let me give you one word of advise. when 
you get your pay sile says that blankits and overcoats 
can be had down thare so cheap you would do well to 
get some of both for cotton batting is so high we cant 
get it at all. i want you to get yourself all the clothes 
you need and get a trunk and a small word dont lay 
out your money for any thing we do not need. if you 
can get me a shawl down thare cheaper than hear maby 
you had better for i need it but do not pay to much for 
it. i thought that in St Louis you might get one at 
auction pretty cheap. i want you to get one if you do 
not have to pay your own way home but if you do you 
will not have any left when you get home and if you 
dont i dont know what we will do for we have no winter 
clothes. i dont want you to neglect writing. it may be 
quite a while before you are paid yet but if you try 
and push it you may get it. we got very bad news from 
the [illegible] yesterday. Lt Col Mills s death wounded 
in the foot at corinth and died with lock jaw. it seems 
it can hardly be possible. now it is time for me to stop 
for the hack will go and we all are in hopes to see you 
when it comes back. now write every week. this from 
your wife 

H M Sharp 


Salt catcher®* Aprile the 2 1865 — 
Dear Wife. I sit down to drop you a few lines to let 


34 This is the first letter from John Sharp after he re-entered the — 
service, joining the Tenth Iowa in the early spring of 1865. “In the | 
campaign through the Carolinas it made a gallant passage of the 
Salkahatchie River, crossing waist deep under a heavy fire from the | 
enemy posted behind earthworks and, with another regiment, dislodging - 
the Confederates.” Benjamin F. Gue, History of Iowa, Vol. II, p. 193. 
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you know that I am well and hearty. I have not lost 
one meal or been sick one hour since I left home and if 
I could hear from you I would not begrudge my years 
service for the health I have. you would hardly know 
me. I am fat as a hog and about ten years younger. I 
have much to be thankful for and I feel to trust him in 
whose hands we are but I feel verry anxious to hear 
from you and know how you are getting along but I 
think from present apearances I shall soon be able to 
come home and see you and that will be better than 
writing but you may write one letter Directed Co E 1st 
Provisional Regt Detachment 15th army corps via Hilton 
Head South Carolina and I may get it. I do not know 
when we will leave here. they say that sherman has 
all the men he wants at present and he is making the 
rebs get.2° we have had no fight yet except a little 
gurilla Bush whacking and I dont think we will. we had 
a scout yesterday and had one man wounded. we took 
2 prisoners and some horses and burned one plantation 
in retaliation for shooting at us. there was only one gun 
fired at us. I think the man will get well. there are 
only 150 rebs armed here and I think they are the hardest 
looking set I ever saw and run from us like deer and 
unless they are reinforced we will have no fighting here. 
the boys are all well but Beckett. he has been very 
sick of fever but was better yesterday and went to general 
hospital. I think he will get along. it is verry warm 
here in the day time but pleasant at night. we have 
had several messes of greens and every thing looks like 
summer here but there is nothing planted here. every- 
thing is destroyed. we have to go twenty mile to find 
any thing or any body but aligators. they are prety 
plenty and so is musketoes and frogs. now Maria try 
and put your trust in god for it is said everything works 


35 Determined to join Grant before Richmond for the spring and 
summer campaign of 1865, General Sherman's veteran army of over 
80,000 troops composed of the 14th, 15th, 17th and 20th Corps, and 
Kilpatrick’s division of cavalry, reached Goldsborough, North Carolina, 
before the end of March, where he reported, “in general terms, we 
have traversed the country from Savannah to Goldsborough, 425 miles, 
with an average breadth of forty miles, consuming all the forage, cattle, 
hogs, sheep, poultry, cured meats, corn meal, etc. Official Records, 


Vol. XLVII, Part I, pp. 17-29. 
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for good to them that do trust in him. I must stop for 
this time. 
from your Husband 
John Sharp to his Wife H M Sharp 


Xenia May 3d 1865 

Dear John. i sit down after they are all in bed to write 
to you. I have not got a letter for two weeks and i cant 
think what is the matter for Margret and Todds gets 
letters but dont say as thare is anything wrong. I am 
very poorly but have to brave it out. my money runs 
low and i am not more than fixed for all emergencies. 
i just got a quilt out of the frame today and got my new 
bedstead up in the little room so i expect to sleep if i can. 
i do not sleep or eat very hearty but it will be all right 
in the end. you never saw such a time as there is about 
the death of the President. them cops has to cool a 
little.2® some fools speaks and gets paid down. I have 
not had any letter from my mother. i dont know what 
she will do about coming too me but suppose she wont 
come. [illegible] is here to night. she come down with 
the sick headache and come here cause she hates to 
stay alone. Old Man Chestnut was buried today. I 
suppose by will Harlows letters that you must be at the 
reg by this. I got a letter from George H last week.®? 
shall answer it this week. he said he would take care 
of your letters for you. I wrote to him and got an answer 

36 Cops or Copperheads was an opprobrious term that came to be 
applied to all who refused to support the war effort of Lincoln’s 
administration. See Robert Rutland, “Copperheads in Iowa,” Iowa 
Journal of History, Vol. 52. (January 1954), pp. 1-80. “Here and there 
in spots over the country we have heard of native American citizens 
who made themselves merry because the President had been ruthlessly 
slain. A case of this kind occurred at Winterset; another at Burlington; 
another at Eddyville. We are informed that at Adel a miserable wretch 
employed language concerning the murder of Mr. Lincoln, which so 
stirred up the populace that he would have been killed outright, if 


Cole Noel and other promnient Union citizens had not interposed.” 
Des Moines Daily State Register, April 20, 1865. 


37 The Harlows were among the early settlers of Des Moines township 
in Dallas county. Two of them were with Sharp in Company D of 
the Tenth Iowa. George, whose residence was Xenia, enlisted August 
8, 1861, at the age of 19, and re-enlisted February 1, 1864. William H., 


age 25, of Des Moines, enlisted January 14, 1865. Record and Roster, 
Vol. II, p. 197. 
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right off Sunday the 7th. i waited to get a letter from 
you but got none so i felt it was not worth while to 
write. i hear Shermans army is coming home but i am 
afraid they wont be any such good luck. the children all 
went to Sunday School but Caroline. She is not very 
well. I got wallice a[nd] Josephus to plow my garden 
yesterday. i have not got much garden made yet for i 
could not get it plowed. I got my cow home yesterday 
but she does not give much more milk than the calf 
wants. uncle John Newland is very sick. Doc thinks 
he cant live. Mrs Blaugher has a young girl. I must 
stop for i have to write to Indiana today and you can 
see by my writing how steady my hand is. if you would 
write once in a while it would seem better but all the 
boys but hugh writes twice to your once but i have all 
the brunt to bare any way so it might as well be one 
thing as another. i will close hoping you have got some 
letters by this time. from your afflicted wife 
H M Sharp 

May the 10th. i have waited for a letter till today and 
got one dated at goldsborough the 22d and was glad to 
hear of your going to the reg. this is the first i have 
written to the reg for some time for i directed as you 
told me before. uncle John Newland is dead. he was 
sick from wednesday till Sunday. nan hamilton has 
moved away and come to Pollys. she will stay here 
and at [illegible] till Joe comes home. I have not got 
all my garden planted yet for i think it wont do much 
good for thare has been a good solid freeze for two nights 
now. our cows stays in the bottom all the time. Liny 
is not going to come in. she gives some milk if i can 
get her. the children are all going to school now and 
like it first rate. Ada Peck keeps it. one of my ews is 
dead. she got in the branch down at watsons and the 
wet and cold made her die the old one. Gene sheared 
her. Polly Tarr has been quite poorly this week past 
and day before yesterday she had a hard fit. it worked 
on her for 10 or 15 minutes but she is better now. I got 
a letter from Theodore this week. he said they ware 
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burning lime this summer. he has built a house out 
by mothers and cleared 2% acrs and set peach trees and 
grape vines this spring. he did not say one word about 
mother coming. I wrote to you about getting a letter 
from Sis [illegible] but i will tell you again. she sent 
me neps photograph and said he was drafted but he did 
not have to go for we had a letter from eva since. you 
must try and be home by the 4th. the rest say they 
will. Jessups has made 700 lbs of sugar and molasses 
to boot. i wrote to them to send me some. i must stop 
now for it is most school time and i must send the children 
to school. i sent your mother your picture and eva and 
sis Jessup one. all of the folks are well. Rhodes and 
W Harlows and Todds and Guthries are all well that i 
know of. now do write oftener for i cant hardly wait. 
H M Sharp 


Richmond Va May 11th 1865 
Dear wife. I take the present to write you a few 
lines to let you know that I am well and where we are. 
we arrived at richmond yesterday after a hard march 
of 168 mile and will leave for washington tomorrow 
morning. I have stood the march extremely well though 
it has pulled some surplus flesh off me but I am always 
ready for grub. I spent yesterday in looking at the 
works round richmond and am not surprised that it was 
not taken sooner but rather that it was ever taken at 
all but they did not like Shermans coming up in the 
rear and say he took richmond. we are received every 
where with great applause. we had a big time at peters- 
burg and will have another here tomorrow and another at 
washington before being mustered out. we expect to 
soon be at home and then I will tell you all about it. I 
have not heard from home since we Joined the regiment. 
the male has just come in and no letters for me or any 
of the boys. the boys are all well and making great 
calculation on being mustered out which is a sure thing 
now and we will be on our way home in a week or two. 
the weather is verry pleasant here now. 
it is not worth while for me to give any descriptions 
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for I can tell it all when I get home. I will Just say 
the rebs are verry sosiable and clever and will come 
into the harness without any trouble. I will close now 
and write again at washington. this from your Husband. 
John Sharp 


Camp Near washington May 28 1865 

Dear wife. it is with the greatest of pleasure and 
gratitude to god that I sit down to write to you. I am 
enjoying the best of health and am enjoying myself 
firstrate as long as I know all is right at home. I have 
seen a great deal of the things of washington. I have 
visited the white house and capitol and the smithsonian 
Institute. everything in washington is thrown open for 
the amusement of shermans army and you bet we im- 
prove the time. I never saw so much in my life. there 
is every thing from the mouse up to the elephant and 
from the smallest humming bird to the ostrich and from 
the smallest insect up to the great anaconda but it is not 
worth while trying to tell you all but must say he that 
can look at all these things and not see the wisdom of 
god in the creation is dumb indeed. I also went all 
through the patent office and saw all the wonders of 
yankee enjinuity. I also visited the presidents house 
and found it grand indeed but enough of this. we are 
still in camp here and I can not tell when we will get 
away. they are discharging everry day. hiram Rhodes 
got his discharge with nine others this morning and will 
start for home in the morning. I think I will be in the 
next squad but may not be but it will not be long. I 
still think I will be home by the fourth of July. I would 
like much if I could be there sooner and will do all I 
can to do so but government runs the mashine and we 
have to let it. I want you to take the best of care of 
your self and if your mother comes you will be all right 
and help her all you can and give her my best respects 
and love. write often and let me know how things are 
going. I must stop this. from your ever true husband. 

John Sharp 


I shall write to Jim Monahan today. 
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! [June] 1865 Louisville Ky 
Dear Wife. I sit down to let you know that I am well 
But pretty tired. we started from washington friday 
and arrived this morning at louisville and marched out 
5 mile and went in camp in as heavy woods as I ever 
saw. I am sitting at the root of a poplar that will measure 
7 feet through. We came on the cars to parkersburg [West 
Virginia] and then took steamboat [down the Ohio] 
for louisville and found the river very low so we had 
a slow trip but after having to pull off bars three times 
we are safe here. I have not had a letter since I wrote 
but I think the mail will be in this evening and I am 
looking for one. I can not give you much satisfaction 
about coming home. there are a thousand reports in 
camp. one is that we will be paid off and kept two 
months and another is that we will be mustered out in 
a few days but the officers think it will take two or three 
weeks to muster the 15th core out. but it is certain that 
we are going to be paid off in a day or two and if I dont 
get to come in a few days I will send you some and I 
shall get home as quick as possible. 


I sent some clothing By express. I sent 1 blanket 
4 shirts 2 pair drawers 1 blouse 1 pair pants and 1 oil 
blanket with the things done up in. the blanket that 
lais on the bottom as they lay open is mine and the 
clothing that lays next to it is mine and then boys has 
some. luke’s name is on his and then John Sanford 
has a blanket next that is all he has and then Mose 
Pike has a blanket and some clothes on top. they are 
directed to Joe Rhoades [at] Boonsborough. I thought 
you would not be able to see to them. John Sanford 
wrote to him about them but you let him have the money 
to get them out the office when I send some home 
which I shall do in two or three days and tell Joe if 
he will see to them I will satisfy him for it. I must 
close for this time. this from yours ever. 

John Sharp 
the weather has been warm and dry but it is raining 
now. 


SHARP LETTERS 523 


June 22d 1865 

Dear John. i find myself able to set up to night and 
write a few lines. i set up and lie down and tumble 
round till i am tired but at night do not rest till most 
morning. now i have no news to write but it may be 
the last i shall be so i can write for some time if ever. 
i do not know what would come of my children in case 
i should die but thare is a power above that sees to all 
things. i want you to write and tell me what they call 
the vetren reserve corps. i always supposed it to be 
Hancocks corps and nothing more. i supposed the 10th 
was a vetren volenteer regiment but nothing more. when 
you come home i suppose you will stop and see mother. 
anyhow i will send you the paper this week and see if 
it goes to you. gov Stone is nominated again i see. if 
you do not come soon and i do not get well i shall call 
on mr Smally soon again. i think i had better buy a 
few pounds of wool. it is selling at 60 cents now. i 
will try and find out what cotton yarn is and then if it 
is cheaper you must get it thare. now you wanted to 
know the prices. flour 4.00 and molasses not to be had 
short of town 1.50 a gal. meat .15-20 but scarse. butter 
10. eggs .10 and chickens i sent all over the country 
for one for me and cant find one. now write what you 
are doing and what staying to whip for i cant see as 
they are doing any [rest of letter is missing] 


July the 13th 1865 
Little Rock Ark. thursday 
Dear wife. I received three letters from you on mon- 
day and was glad to hear from you but sorry to hear 
of your poor health but hope you will be better soon. 
I am well and fleshier than you ever saw me. I sent a 
letter the day I got yours. we get mail mondays and 
fridays but have to send out before the mail comes in. 
I sent 20 Dollars by lon Sanford. you did not say any- 
thing about it. I want you to write whether you got it. 
I also sent five dollars in a letter. I cannot tell when 
we will get home but I think before cold weather. this 
state holds their election in august and then I think we 
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will get to come home. I have tried to get a furlough 
but there is none granted to one year men so I could 
not come however much I wanted to. you wrote I had 
writen a downhearted letter. I did not think I was 
down hearted but I felt verry uneasy about home but 
I trust that through the mercies of god that all will be 
well and that we shall see many happy days at home 
yet notwithstanding you thought I talked like me and 
all my friends was going to die in a pile. I wrote you 
something about what little rock was. I will say some- 
thing more of it. it is a place of some five hundred 
inhabitants. there is several churches and one theater 
and just [illegible] of gambling hells. they are nothing 
less. there is many a soldier cheated out of the money 
he has earned so hard by the black legs that swarm the 
city both men and wimen. may [God] grant that the 
time when they will be allowed to go home may 
come soon for here they give way to temptation 
and the danger for the young is greater than the battle 
field. I am thankful that the boys that come with me 
seem to have no taste for gambling or drink. they are 
all well but luke. he keeps about the same. he is able 
to be round all the time but is bloated pretty bad. tell 
sis that pa feels proud that he has a girl that Ma brags 
on and she shall have something nice when pa comes 
home. tell Ira pa wants him to be a good boy and work 
till he comes home and then he will help him. this from 
your husband 


John Sharp 


little Rock monday 
July the 17th 1865 

Dear Maria. I received yours of the 2 and 4 friday 
and was glad to hear you was getting along so well. it 
took a great load off my mind. you do not know how 
anxious I looked for letters to know how you got along 
but I feel thankful it is over so well and trust in god 
that you will soon be well and that I shall be home. 
there is some prospect of our being mustered out. we 
are under marching orders now and will likely leave 
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here wensday or thursday and it is generally believed 
we are going back to louisville to be mustered out of 
the service. I am sorry old cherry is playing off on you 
so but I will manage her when I get home. you wrote 
you wanted me to see what cotton yarn was here. there 
is none at all. I think you had better buy rolls and 
make what cloth you make flannel. I wrote you to hire 
some hay put up but you had better wait till you hear 
from me again but tell John Cole I want him to cut a 
day for me when I get home. I am well and fat as I 
ever was in my life but feel a little tired this morning 
for I have been on duty yesterday and all night. they 
are putting us through now. we have guard to do and 
then Drill company in the morning from 7 to 9 and then 
in the afternoon Brigade drill from 4 to 6 and then dress 
paraid. so you see with cooking and police we do not 
have much spare time. I do not expect I shall have a 
chance to write again till we get to louisville. the 
weather has been verry warm here but is a little cooler 
this morning. I did not get to go to church yesterday 
for being on duty. the boys are all well. luke went 
on duty yesterday and is nearly as well as ever. it 
costs us a good deal to live here for we have to buy 
some or live on sow belly and bread and it sour at that 
but as long as the boys have money they live pretty 
well. I am saving all I can for I think it will buy a great 
deal more up there in gods country. I must stop and 
try and get a nap before Drill. 
this from your Husband 
John Sharp 


Xenia July 19th 1865 
Dear John i take the pen for a little while. i have 
been sewing most of the day. i have most made me a 
dress and did make allie one. i sent Ira down to Smaly*® 
and got an order for 15 dollars but i went in debt to 
bechtells till i shant have much coming but it saves me 
paying out money. i do not know whether to think you 


880. D. Smalley had the first post office in the township located 
in his home in September, 1858, and was appointed the first post- 
master. Hastie’s History of Dallas County, p. 83. 
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will ever write or come. it is over two weeks since i 
have got a letter. i cant see why you do not write. 
charlie said to say he wanted pa to come right now. 
will he come ma? if he dont come will you git another 
pa? i told him he would have to wait and he said he 
did not want to. well i will tell you that them goods 
has come and margret went up to get them at Sanfords 
and they could not divide them. could not tell which 
from tother and lon and J Stover had just got back from 
clinton. they started to the reg and the adjutant sent 
them back. said that the reg would be mustered at 
davenport in two weeks and then he would send for 
them so we have all concluded to let it le for a little 
while and see what will turn up. 20th. i have waited 
to see if i got a letter from you. i got one dated 7th. 
why we do not get letters better i cant see for i write 
two a week and have sent you a paper and i think you 
cant get any of my letters for i ask questions and get 
no answers. we have had such bad weather that i have 
a midling slow get up. i am not quite as well today 
but been up most of the day. the baby®® had the worst 
gathered breast i ever saw but has gained 1 pound in 
two weeks so i think it is doing well. i do not know 
what to do about the fixing of the house. it cost so 
much to live. everything is so high. harvest has com- 
menced and i guess is pretty good. i have not been out- 
side the gate for 6 weeks and i hear or know but little 
news. isee the 2 [and] 7 reg are both mustered out and 
the llth also. i have gained faster than i did when 
Charlie was born. the babe is so smali and light to 
handle and sleeps good all night only when we changed 
poultice on her breast. it is the prettiest baby i ever 
had and seems healthy now. i do not know any news 
to write that i know of for i am shut up here like i was 
in prison and the weeds has got so high in the garden 
i cant see out worth anything. fryday morning [July 21]. 
it has rained all night and still raining. the children 
went to a temperance lecture last evening by [Rev. W. 
M.] Calfee. Mrs. preston got a letter from nicholus. 


39 Born in the spring of 1865 and named Mattie B. 
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Mrs. Nicholus is dead. Mrs Prestons father and sister 
is here on a visit. ido not know what to do about hay 
and corn. i think thare will be some i can buy on the 
ground but to get a man to do anything is out of the 
question. it is impossible to get a load of wood and 
it is so damp and bad weather it seems as if i must have 
a little. Saturday our school is out then i shall try and 
get a place for Ira to work for corn if i can. now it is 
getting time i had my letter in the office so i shall have 
to stop. i think this will meet you at davenport. i hope 
it will for i am in hopes you will get home to put up 
hay and fix house. now i will stop till Sunday. from 
your wife. 
H M Sharp 


Xenia July 22d, 1865 

Dear John. i take my pen to write a few lines today 
so i will be ready when the mail goes out. i have a 
severe headache again today. it seems as if i have it 
most of the time. i guess i try to do too much for i see 
so much to do and so many weeds around that the first 
i know i am tired out and i am inclined to rheumatism 
and it rains all the time only the little time it takes to 
fix for a rain. i never saw it rain as much. we all have 
some hopes of your getting home now for the furloughed 
ones have all been sent back. I do not know any news 
to write and dont think it worth while to write for it 
seems you do not get them. i have sent two letters a 
week ever since you got to Louisville but one and then 
i sent one letter. old Mr. Todd was here on fryday. he 
said he had not got any letters for so long. Mrs. Todd 
is quite poorly. she has sore eyes. uncle dan Rhodes*° 
sister is dead but i do not know who it is. they went 
over to the funeral this week but i think it is Mrs. bish. 
now for my baby. it is as Charlie says the nicest baby 
ever you saw. she has blue eyes yet but i guess they will 
be black. she is very healthy so far. she had one breast 

40 Fnos Rhoads came to Des Moines township with ox teams from 
Keokuk in 1849. “He was the founder of Methodism in this part of 


the state and was lovingly and familiarly called ‘Uncle Daniel’ by the 
earliest settlers.” Hastie’s History of Dallas County, p. 34. 
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gather but it is well and has some cold and little trouble- 
some since i begin to eat much more than bread and 
butter but she sleeps nights and likes her cradle the 
best kind. our cows give lots of milk but the milk is 
like the grass kind of washy. we shut them up at night 
and turn the calves out for they got in the garden so 
bad in the night. now i will stop for that nameless 
baby has to be taken and will write more when the mail 
comes. 

thursday [July 22]. I will try and write a few lines 
but i am all out of fix for Ira is so bad it worries me 
to death. it seems he will be the death of me for he 
is such a bad boy. he wont mind one word only as i 
have a stick in my hand and we have so many storms 
that my nerves are all up in arms all the time. I got 
a letter from you with the confed money in it and one 
from Amelia. ido not think you will ever get this letter 
at all for they have sent for lon Sanford to be at daven- 
port next monday. i shall close now and write more 
friday if i think you will get it. this from 

Maria 


Xenia Aug Ist 1865 

Dear John. i got your letter dated 17th. i feel so 
anxious about your being mustered out for i see the 
18th was mustered out at little rock and why you are 
sent clear back is more than i can tell. i am up and 
about quite smart. i have washed quite a wash today 
and went to the office so you see i am smart. my baby 
has gained 3 pounds in 4 weeks and i guess she is going 
to have blue eyes and is cross enough since i got up 
about. harvest is in full blast and never better wheat 
and so much to cradle for it is shoe top in water a good 
deal of it. i was looking for you home this week but 
shall be as usual disappointed for it is so far to Louis- 
ville and clear back. now i hear that some of the tenth 
has turned cop. what does that mean? Jim Robbins is 
strong that way if i hear right. I feel uneasy about hay 
and house. it is impossible to live over winter in our 
house without fixing. when you come home i want you 
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be sure and bring all the clothes that you can get hold 
of for it will pay. i should like some for Charlie. they 
make such nice clothes for him that i would like to have 
some. as for cotton yarns i can get it now here for 5 
dol a bunch and i will have to get one for i have not 
got only 8 lbs wool and shall have to do something to 
make clothes. Thornly has not done any work since he 
come home and looks bad. I want you to get home so 
bad. i got 50 lbs flour this morning and thought that i 
should not have to see about any more but i shall if you 
have to go clear back to Louisville. it will be some 
time before you are home. you had ought to be here 
for we just swim in milk and butter. our cows does not 
do as well as they would if it had not been such a wet 
season. I have no news to write but tell hugh that 
thare is lots of the old maids looking for him and Bill 
back and very often inquire of me if Mr. Sharp writes 
how Luke is. i always tell them a good story. i think 
that luke had ought to come home. o have you seen 
Ensign. he is Assistant Adjutant General at Little Rock. 
about money i do not suppose you will have much when 
you get home for i cant save it and starve or go naked. 
things are so high it costs to live but many things that 
i could have had i would look at my money and then 
look at my big children that needed so many things and 
i would put it in my pocket and take bread and butter 
and tea. now i tell you my tea costs a good deal but 
as soon as it does not hurt my baby to eat everything 
i wont drink so much. flour has come down a little 
and if you was at home now or as soon as wheat is 
thrashed you could do well to buy for winter. now i 
must close for it is time to do the night work and it 


looks like rain. this from 
H M Sharp 


Little Rock Thursday Aug the 3d 65 

Well Maria we are here yet and I thought I would 
write you a few lines. the order for us to go to louis- 
ville has been countermanded and we are to be mustered 
out here. they are busy making out the Rolls and I think 
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they will be done this week and then we will be sent 
home. I think now we will be home by the first of 
September. I would be glad if you could get about 15 
ton of hay cut and put in shock. I think I will be there 
to stack it. see John cole and tell him I will pay him 
the money if he can do it for me. if he can not do it 
try to get some one else to do it and get it done as 
cheap as you can. I shall be there to fix the house. I 
received yours of the 7th and was glad to know you 
had got along so well with your sickness. I got one 
letter written after that spoke of Caroline not being well 
and of the babys breast. I hope when I get the next 
to hear they are all right again. you said sis wanted 
a name for the babe. tell her to have one ready and 
I will draw cuts with her who shall name it. you spoke 
of letting the calves go for cutting hay but I had rather 
keep them if we can keep what stalk we have and we 
will soon have enough to help us get along without 
such hard work. I want to get a few more sheep this 
fall and then if we take care of our stalk we are better 
off than we ever was. I am thankful that I can say my 
health never was better though our fare is pretty hard 
and pretty scarce at that. we have to buy a good deal 
to halp live and we have to pay big prices I tell you 
and if we want any luxury it costs five times what it 
is worth. milk 30 cts a quart. cheese 50 cts. peaches 
25 per doz and small at that. meat 25 cts. butter cant 
be had. pies the size of a saucer 25 cents without any 
guts. I am out of money now for the first time but can 
borrow what I want. you may think I have spent more 
than I need to but I must have something to eat and 
am thankful that I have an apitite to eat it. that is all 
I spend any for. I must stop now trusting in god we 
shall soon meet again. 
this from your husband 


John Sharp 


Xenia Aug 4th 1865 
Dear John. i sit down to write you a few lines. i 
tell you i dont find as much spare time as i did. my 
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baby is cross or colicy so it takes off all my spare time. 
I am well i guess but weak but i eat so hearty i am 
ashamed to say weak but when i walk it seems as if 
the ground comes up to meet me but i was out to a 
temperance lecture last night the first time i have been 
in the church sinse february. Caroline took care of the 
baby. her and me are going to uncle dans today if it 
dont rain. i cant see what you are kept down thare 
for. all the 15th has been mustered out and the fur- 
loughed from the tenth cant get back for they say that 
the tenth is coming home. i am uneasy about the sick- 
ness. about hay i will see what ican do. if John asks 
more than McCraken i will get the cheaper. I dont 
know what to do for thare is so many things that must 
be had that unless you get home i shall not have money 
enough to last me for i have to pay for flour and every 
thing at such a high rate. the children are so hard to 
manage too that i feel as if my trouble was more than 
i can bare but i have to whip Ira every day for getting 
in the branch. he will take Charlie and strip off and go 
in all over and then be whiped and go again the very 
next day. they are getting up a subscription school and 
i signed one scholar and would another but it is coming 
high 3 dol for two monthes but i would give that to 
keep him out of mischief. I will write again wednesday 
and let you know about hay if i can. i must stop and 
take the baby and send to the office. this from your 


wife. 
H M Sharp 


Little Rock Aug the 5 1865 
Dear Maria. I will write you a few lines this morning. 
_ we are here yet. they have been all the week trying to 
_ get our muster rolls made out and have not got them 
right yet but I think we will be mustered out this week. 
there is transportation for us now and when they get 
us out we will start for home. it will take 10 or 12 days 
to go home from here. I think we will be there by the 
first of September. the weather has been verry warm 
here but it is raining now. my health is good but I am 
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verry anxious to:get home to get hay and fix for winter. 
the boys are all well but harve guthrie and Hugh Rhoades. 
harve has the chills and hugh has the flux but they are 
not bad. we are all antisipating a good time when we 
get home again. if we dont make butter and bread 
suffer. tell me of it will you? we get just about half 
bread and meat enough but plenty of coffee and that 
is our living here so you see we will have a prety good 
apitite when we get where we can get it. you must 
have the churn full to begin on and then perhaps you 
can keep up. I am sorry you have so much trouble with 
Ira but I shall soon be there to tend to his case. if he 
dont work some I am mistaken that is all but while 
lament his conduct I rejoice that you got along so well 
and that Caroline was so much help to you. I have no 
news to write and never in my life had so little to write 
that would interest. it is very Dreary here. I go to 
meeting a good deal and pass time as well as I can but 
soldiering in peace dont suit me. I get tired of doing 
nothing but everlasting guard when there is nothing to 
guard. while our country needed I could do it willingly 
but now there is no need of it and we ought to have 
been home a month ago but the officers that has charge 
of us has not made enough out of the government yet. 
I do not blame grant sherman logan Howar or smith 
but Hazen and oliver and some of the under strapes who 
lied to better men till they sent us here. 
yours till Death 
John Sharp 


First Christmas in Iowa 


The first Christmas observed in the territory of Iowa 
was at the Davenport settlement in 1835. A priest from 
Galena visited the place and celebrated mass for the 
twenty families who had built homes there. About 
couples attended a pioneer ball given two weeks later 
at the home of the first settler, A. Le Claire. Keokuk 
Constitution-Democrat, December 10, 1906. 


Attorneys in Iowa in 1847 
By Governor Francis M. Drake* 


I claim to be one of the oldest citizens of Iowa. It 
has only been sixty years since I put my foot on Iowa soil. 
It was in 1836, and I have just been figuring my arith- 
metic, and I find out it has just been about sixty years. 

I had one of the best mothers in the world. I used to 
tell her I never knew of a single mistake that she made 
in all her life, except the one that she did not wait until 
she crossed the Mississippi before I was born. As I have 
lived in Iowa all my life, know nothing except what I 
learned in Iowa, I have always regretted that I was 
not born in Iowa. But I have this to console me, that I 
was here when Iowa was born. I was in at the birth 
of Iowa. 

I moved here in 1837; my father settled at Fort Madi- 
son. That little village was surrounded by Blackhawk 
and his tribe. It was simply surrounded by Indians 
and wolves and bears. And I have seen it grow from 
that day to the present time. 

Why, I remember very well when I was a boy, about 
the first courts we used to have. I remember an old 
gentleman by the name of Allen, old Squire Allen. I 
was present, a boy listening to a lawsuit. You know 
we all like to go around and attend lawsuits if we don’t 
get mixed up in them too much. Some one of the at- 
torneys moved to quash the proceedings. Well, the old 
squire, while they were discussing the questions, he 
began to get his papers that were lying there, and he 
would lay them across, cross them one on another, and 
so on until they got through arguing. When they got 
through he said, “Gentlemen, I have made up my mind 
to squash,” and he got up and said, “In the name of the 
United States of America I squash these proceedings.” 
He said, “Gentlemen, the proceedings am squashed.” 

When I moved up into Davis county in the spring of 

® From an address to the Iowa State Bar Association, July 30, 1896. 
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1846, old Squire English was acting as the court in that 
part of the country. There were two lawyers. One of 
them was Dr. Ritchie, and the other one was Colonel 
Hawley, and they had cases two or three a week, one 
of them on one side of the case and of course the other 
one on the other side, and it would not be long after 
they got into a trial until they began to pass pretty severe 
words at each other. For instance first Hawley would 
say to Ritchie, “You are an inveterate horse thief.” 
Ritchie would come back at him by telling him he was 
a hog thief, and so they would bandy words until one 
day old Squire English—he was a pretty patient old 
fellow who endured a great deal—said, “I have been call- 
ing order in court here.” These gentlemen by this time 
had got off their coats and their sleeves were rolled up. 
He got up and said, “Now I command in the name of 
the United States, order, and I am going to have peace, 
by the Eternal, if I have to fight for it.” And, sure enough, 
he had to fight for it. 

I used to be kind of a pettifogger myself, and I remem- 
ber a case I am going to tell about... There was a Squire 
Allen down on Salt Creek. There were two Squire Allens 
in that part of the country—one living over on Village 
Creek in the south part of the county and the other living 
on Salt Creek in the north part of the county. There was 
a fellow charged with stealing sheep. He got Jones to go 
up and defend him. There was kind of a country lawyer, 
I won’t say he was a pettifogger, but he was a country 
lawyer who was prosecuting, and after the witnesses 
had all testified, and the case was being submitted to 
the court, he went on to state that according to the 
summum bonum he found the fellow was guilty. He had 
been tried under the summum bonum, and the old squire 
nodded his head. The testimony really showed the fellow 
was guilty and had stolen the sheep. 

When he got through, Jones got up and said, “I agree 
with my friend; according to the swummum bonum he 
would be guilty of stealing that sheep, but,” he says, 
“those days are all past; we are not living under the 
days of summum bonum; why, if you will look up, my 
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dear sir, and look upon the flag of our country, you will 
see written the words, ‘E pluribus unum, and my client 
comes and asks the court to be tried, and to be tried 
under that flag of his country, and according to the 
doctrine of E pluribus unum, and according to that doctrine 
he is not guilty; he is an innocent man.” 

Well, the old judge scratched his head, and he said, 
“That isso. I remember very well we had a revolutionary 
war here, and we got rid of all those summum bonums 
and all that kind of thing, and are now under the stars 
and stripes of our country, and the man has a right to 
be tried under that doctrine, and according to that he 
is not guilty. I shall have to release him. Stand up, 
sir.” The fellow stood up. “The court has acquitted 
you, but my personal opinion is that you are guilty. Now 
go, and may God have mercy on your sheepthieving soul.” 

Now since I have come to this country during these 
many years, from fifty to sixty years, we have progressed 
as everything else has progressed not only in the United 
States but the world over. It has been an age of progress 
every way. School houses have been erected, dotting 
the state all over. We have our beautiful court houses. 
And the magnificent state house; no finer one can be 
found. I have been in every state, I believe, in the 
United States and today I am prouder when I look 
at the state house at Des Moines than any other state 
house in the United States. And we have had eminent 
lawyers and statesmen. I asked my private secretary, 
Major Fleming, to furnish me a list from the lawyers 
of 1847 of all lawyers of the Supreme Court of the state. 
I never bother with manuscripts, but I will read this 
list. 

The following is a roll of the attorneys of the Supreme 
Court of the state, in 1847, as found in Morris’ Iowa Re- 
ports, printed in that year: 


Charles Mason, Burlington Henry W. Starr, Burlington 
David Rorer, Burlington Lacon D. Stockton, Burlington 
James W. Woods, Burlington Edward Johnston, Fort Madison 
Jonathan C. Hall, Burlington Daniel F. Miller, Fort Madison 
James W. Grimes, Burlington Hugh T. Reid, Fort Madison 
William H. Starr, Burlington Curtis Bates, Iowa City 


Milton D. Browning, Burlington Morgan Reno, Iowa City 
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Asa Calkin, Iowa City. 

Peter H. Patterson, Iowa City 
Gilman Folsom, Iowa City 
Hugh D. Downey, Iowa City 
Eastin Morris, Iowa City 

Perry D. Turner, Iowa City 

A. W. Sweet, Iowa City 
William Penn Clarke, Iowa City 
W. J. A. Bradford, Iowa City 
Gilbert C. R. Mitchell, Iowa City 
Ebenezer Cook, Iowa City 
Stephen Whicher, Bloomington 
Ralph P. Lowe, Bloomington 
Wm. G. Woodward, Bloomington 
S. Clinton Hastings, Bloomington 
Jacob Butler, Bloomington 

J. Scott Richman, Bloomington 
James L. Parmer, Bloomington 
James D. Templin, Bloomington 
Irad C. Day, Bloomington 
Thomas Rogers, Dubuque 
Timothy Davis, Dubuque 

John V. Berry, Dubuque 
Stephen Hempstead, Dubuque 
Lewis A. Thomas, Dubuque 
Platt Smith, Dubuque 


George Greene, Dubuque 
Francis Springer, Wapello 
Edward H. Thomas, Wapello 

G. W. Teas, Mount Pleasant 
Wm. Thompson, Mount Pleasant 
Wm. H. Wallace, Mount Pleasant 
Alfred Lotspeich, Mount Pleasant 
John T. Morton, Mount Pleasant 
J. B. Teas, Fairfield 

Charles Negus, Fairfield 

T. H. Gray, Fairfield 

Christian W. Slagle, Fairfield 
James Craig, Fairfield 

George W. Wright, Keosauqua 
James H. Cowles, Keosauqua 
Augustus Hall, Keosauqua 
Joseph C. Knapp, Keosauqua 
Samuel W. Summers, Keosauqua 
John P. Cook, Tipton 

William H. Tuthill, Tipton 
Isaac M. Preston, Marion 
William Smyth, Marion 

Milton T. Peters, Oskaloosa 
Henry B. Hendershot, Ottumwa 
George Acheson, Fairfield 

John David, Marion 


Looking over the list of attorneys found in the little 
volume of reports compiled by Eastin Morris in 1847, 
which list was supposed to comprise the names of all 
who had been admitted to practice in the Supreme Court 
of the territory who were then living in the new state, 
I was interested in tracing the subsequent careers of 
many of them, because it was my fortune to know person- 
ally a large number, if not most of those pioneers in the 
profession in Iowa. First in the list comes the name of 
that eminent jurist and worthy man, Charles Mason. 
He had been, as you know, chief justice of the territory 
during its entire existence, presiding over the state court 
during the first six months of the commonwealth. As 
you also know, he became associated with William G. 
Woodward and Stephen Hempstead in the preparation 
of the code of 1851, which was passed by the General 
Assembly mostly as it came from their hands. You know 
what a noble production that code is. I look upon it as 
one of the very best enactments ever passed by a legis- 
lative body; you remember it was a single enactment. 
Hempstead, you know, was the second Governor of the 
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state, and in the list I find the names also of his succes- 
sors, Grimes and Lowe. 


Woodward was destined also to sit on the bench of the 
Supreme Court, and in the list appear the names of 
Wright and Stockton, his associates, and those of Greene 
and Hall, who preceded Woodward, and Lowe again, 
who became one of his successors. There also I find 
recorded the names of men who sat in Congress in later 
years, such as Grimes and Wright in the senate, and 
Hastings, Davis, Thompson, Miller, Hall, Cook and Smyth. 
The last named was also to be a district judge, as like- 
wise were Mitchell, Lowe again, Richman, Knapp, Tut- 
hill, Smyth again, Hendershot and Springer. 

It was determined also that Springer should preside in 
the able convention which framed the second constitu- 
tion of the state. Here appears Negus, the faithful 
chronicler of the events of his time, Reid the soldier, 
the Starrs, and Edward Johnson, one indeed of the noblest 
in a noble galaxy. The profession may well claim that 
no like number of men did more (did any do so much 
as they?) for the upbuilding of Iowa than did the sixty- 
six men whose names are found in this early roll of the 
leading lawyers of Iowa. 

They have mostly gone on to the life of the world to 
come. I can now only recall Penn Clarke, Richman, 
Springer, Thompson (Black Bill, as he was called), John 
T. Morton, Hi Henry, and Henry B. Hendershot, as 
yet on this side of the final river. These men all deserve 
well of their country. Let us hope their declining years 
are cast amidst pleasant surroundings, and that the eve- 
ning of their days is cheered by the glow of a delightful 
sunset. 

It is indeed a great pleasure to me to refer to these 
old pioneers because so many of us remember the pioneer 
days. I always have memories of Judge Nourse. 
I knew him when I was a boy; he knew me when I was 
a boy. We were boys together; he lived in Van Buren 
county, and I lived in Davis, and I remember very well 
the first speech that I ever heard him make in a cam- 
paign. He was talking to a meeting that was held during 
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the candidacy of Cass for President, and I thought he 
made one of the finest stump speeches that I ever heard 
in my life, and I only wonder that he did not keep on in 
that kind of business. But he succeeded as a lawyer. 

We came to this country then, not in palace cars, but 
we came in schooners, prairie schooners, covered wagons, 
pulled through the mud, sometimes hub deep, by horses 
sometimes, but most generally by oxen. It took a long 
time to get to this country, even if you only came from 
the state of Illinois, but they did come from every quarter 
—they came from Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. And one thing among others that 
I think has made this great state of Iowa what it is, is 
because it has been made up from the different states of 
the Union, the east as well as the south and the middle 
states. It has brought into this state in building it up an 
independent class of people. I mean men of independent 
thought; men who thought for themselves, acted for them- 
selves; men who builded their foundations on principle; 
men who had at heart the interest of this common- 
wealth. 


The Polk County Court House 


All of Polk county is proud of its new court house. 
It will henceforth be only secondary to the state house 
in interest to visitors to the city. At first one is struck 
with the mere classic beauty of the building. It is built 
of gray Bedford stone after the French Renaissance 
style of architecture. 

No less pleasing to the eye is the interior of the build- 
ing. Here are long corridors supported by stately white 
marble columns, grand iron and brass stairways, and 
cozy little balconies where one may pause to view the 
beauties about him. Looking up into the dome where 
the light filters softly through stained glass, one is re- 
minded somewhat of the administration building at 
the Chicago World’s Fair.—The Midwestern, December, 
1906. 


A Pioneer Iowa Wedding 
By JAMeEs B. WEAVER* 


The Mexican war was technically terminated by the 
treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo concluded February 2, 
1848, though the military power of Mexico had been 
broken by the splendid victories of Scott and Taylor 
near the close of the year 1847. As a consequence the 
whole population, including the school children, were 
filled with the military spirit, from the least to the 
greatest. About the close of the latter year there came 
to our town a Captain Wilson, fresh from the field. He 
brought with him his sword, pistols and a handsome uni- 
form which he had worn in the service. Being a clever 
fellow he soon became the pride of the town and his 
word was law. We will now lose sight of the captain 
for a short time, but we shall meet him again later on. 

At this time there lived south of our county just 
across the state line in Missouri a comfortable farmer, 
well supplied with sheep, cattle and horses. He had 
several wagons and his cabin furnishings were ample 
and attractive beyond what was usually found on the 
frontier. Furthermore there was in the family a beauti- 
ful auburn-haired girl, about 18 years of age, as blithe 
and bonnie a lass as ever tripped accross the downs or 
gathered wild flowers from the heather. 

North, some six miles in Davis county, Iowa, lived a 
young swain by the name of John Paris. He was batch- 
ing on a splendid claim of about fifty acres of timber 
and about one hundred and ten acres of adjoining prairie. 
John was just 21, tall, strong and resolute. He was ex- 
tremely poor, but rich in good health, physical endow- 
ments and power of will. Nothing discouraged or daunt- 
ed him. He knew he could plow, plant and cultivate, 
and that providence would do the rest. 


* James B. Weaver came to Iowa in 1842 and became a well-known 
figure in Iowa political life after the Civil war. He received 22 electoral 
votes as the People’s Party nominee for president of the United States 
in 1892. 
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This knowledge made him master of himself and of his 
environments. But John had a heart. He had spent 
more than one Sabbath evening at the hospitable cabin 
of the rugged old farmer and had chatted with the bonnie 
auburn-haired girl. The old gentleman, while very 
courteous and hospitable, informed the neighbors, John 
included, that he expected to move west to Utah the 
next spring . The farm had already been sold and things 
necessary for the tedious journey were slowly accumulat- 
ing. The daughter mentioned her father’s purpose and 
John bluntly inquired why he was going to Utah. 

Sue Was EIGHTEEN 

Emeline, for such was her name, replied: “I guess 
father is a Latter Day Saint and wants to live among 
the people of his faith. But I do not think he ought to 
go, and I wish he would abandon the idea.” 

“How old are you, Emeline?” inquired John. 

Her face flushed as she replied, “I am 18 past and do 
not want to go any further west, but father seems deter- 
mined and I presume we shall have to submit. Mother 
is not settled in mind about it, either.” 

The hour had arrived for John to return to his cabin, 
and so he bade Emeline a cordial good evening and 
mounted his horse for home, but first made an engage- 
ment to return the next Sunday afternoon. 

The week was spent in fall breaking, as it was called. 
The tough sod was turned upside down to the depth of 
about six inches and left to absorb the moisture and to 
freeze during the winter. Somehow John’s claim began 
to take on a new charm, and he declared there was not 
another chap in all the country who had its equal. 
Everything about it was perfect and his strong hands 
were fully able to make it bud and blossom. As a side 
job, John dug a well during the week, walled it with 
stone and constructed a well sweep to lift the water. 
He said he located the well close to the cabin so the 
women would not have to carry the water so far. The 
human heart is full of the prophetic and our nobler 
impulses are creative. This week had been one of severe 
toil, but our hero had been buoyed up by visions which 
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none but the initiated can fully understand. He longed 
every moment for the Sabbath to come. Accordingly, 
about 2 o’clock on that day he mounted his horse and 
rode away to the home of the young lady. He was re- 
ceived with cool gentility by the father and mother, but 
with charming though half concealed cordiality by Eme- 
line. 

During the afternoon they took a horseback ride and 
John made it convenient to visit his claim and treated 
Emeline to a cool drink from the new well. He pointed 
out the lines and the lay of the land. As they rode away 
Emeline remarked that it would make a beautiful home 
and that it was so nice to have the big elm tree right 
in front of the door. John, with unaffected simplicity, 
asked how she would like to make it her home. 

Emeline rode some distance in silence and finally said: 
“John, if you are in earnest about the matter which you 
suggested a few moments ago, you should mention it to 
father and mother.” John said he would that evening. 
They reached home a little late and the young man lost 
no time in engaging the attention of the old folks. The 
father met the matter with a brusque “no.” The mother 
asked if he had talked it over with Emeline. He replied 
that he had. John soon made it convenient to leave for 
home, where he spent a restless and wakeful night. He 
resolved, however, to continue his visits and felt con- 
fident that he was safe in the affections of Emeline. 

NEIGHBORS TO THE RESCUE 

As spring came on apace all things were put in shape 
for the journey to Utah, and early in May they drove 
away, Emeline with the rest. The following day about 
10 o’clock the caravan passed through Bloomfield and 
struck the Drakesville road at Ephraim Nelson’s farm, 
but John arrived in town ahead of them and complained 
to his uncle, James Price, a merchant in town, that the 
father was taking his lady love away to Utah against 
her will, that they were engaged and wanted to get 
married. The uncle laid the matter before Captain Wil- 
son, the Mexican war hero heretofore mentioned, who 
at once sent a messenger to the school house and called 


542 ANNALS OF IOWA 


for the writer. The teacher excused me for the day and 
I reported at once to the captain. 

Without ceremony he called for volunteers to rescue 
the young lady. Ten or fifteen of us, men and lads, 
sprang into line while the friends scurried for muskets 
and carbines. Within thirty minutes we were all armed 
and on the march. Captain Wilson carried his sword 
and wore a plume of mixed red and white, which nodded 
beautifully in the breeze. My father was clerk of the 
district court, but was absent at St. Louis. Hosea B. Horn 
was at that time justice of the peace and deputy clerk. 
We pressed him into the service and he took precaution 
to take the seal along for emergencies and also a blank 
marriage license. We overtook the caravan just west of 
Ephraim Nelson’s house, where they had halted for din- 
ner. 

We approached the camp cautiously and when near 
the great covered wagon, which was a veritable house on 
wheels, constructed for the comfort of the family, the 
Captain ordered us to halt and commanded, “Order, 
arms!” The Captain acted as spokesman and the fol- 
lowing colloquy took place. 

INTERROGATED THE FATHER 

Addressing the father, he said, “We understand that 
you have a daughter with you who is of legal age—18 
years. Is that so?” 

The old gentleman replied that it was. 

“We further understand that she does not wish to go 
to Utah with you, but desires to remain here and to 
marry Mr. John Paris to whom she is engaged. Is this 
true?” 

“The girl can answer for herself,” responded the father. 

“How is it, Emeline?” inquired Captain Wilson. 

“I don’t want to go and I want to stay here, and I am 
engaged to Mr. Paris.” 

“You can be married here if you so desire,” rejoined 
the Captain. “We have the clerk with us and a justice 
of peace. Mr. Paris is here and you had better get out 
of the wagon and talk it over together.” 

This was done and in a few moments they both de- 
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clared they wanted to be married at once. The license 
was accordingly issued by Mr. Horn with seal attached. 
He told them to join hands and in the most approved 
style pronounced them man and wife. 

The father and mother, the many neighbors who had 
gathered on horseback and the military contingent all 
wished them great happiness. The father treated all 
hands to the hard cider, a barrel of which he had in his 
wagon. He then unloaded the young lady’s personal 
effects and we loaded the bride and groom into an old 
buggy and took up our victorious march for town. The 
groom was in his shirt sleeves and wore coarse cowskin 
shoes without stockings, but was as proud and light- 
hearted as a prince. When we reached the public square, 
the whole town was out to greet us and to cheer the 
new couple. School had dismissed for the occasion, flags 
were flying everywhere and as we filed up in front of 
the business place of the groom’s uncle and fired a salute, 
the crowd made the air ring with their shouts. “Jimmer,” 
as the uncle was called, set up the egg-nog to the volun- 
teers. 

The Paris of Homer’s Iliad carried away Helen of Troy 
and her “celestial charms for nine long years set the 
world at arms.” Our Paris, by force of arms, carried 
away Emeline and sealed the martial deed with vows 
that were both gallant and holy. Peace, plenty and a 
happy family crowned these extraordinary and blissful 
nuptials. The union proved to be a happy one in every 
way. The claim soon became a very beautiful farm and 
the couple and their children were numbered among the 
substantial citizens of the county. 


If America forgets where she came from, if the people 
lose sight of what brought them along, if she listens 
to the deniers and mockers, then will begin the rot and 
dissolution.—Carl Sandburg, Remembrance Rock. 


, Hotel Colfax 
By M. M. Morris 


A high bluff located one mile east of Colfax, Iowa, 
was famed for its healthful elements for many years 
after a resort hotel was dedicated there in 1877. Schuyler 
Colfax, vice-president under President Ulysses S. Grant, 
performed the honors at its grand opening. 

Workmen drilling for coal at the site two years be- 
fore, discovered the mineral springs which were to make 
Colfax known all over the world. As many as thirteen 
hundred people were annually attracted to this booming 
Iowa town. Its mineral water came to be sold through- 
out the United States in ten, twenty, and fifty gallon 
jugs. Many who were benefited by the water later 
came to visit the resort. They were entertained by fam- 
ous orchestras and singers while enjoying health estab- 
lishing habits and stimulating treatments. By 1894, the 
hotel was a prosperous enterprise. It contained one hun- 
dred fifty rooms, many types of therapeutic baths and em- 
ployed a large staff. 

At the height of its popularity the building was la- 
vishly remodeled by Colonel James Donahoe of Daven- 
port, who invested over half a million dollars in the 
project. He became interested in Colfax after his wife 
had unsuccessfully sought relief from rheumatism in 
many European spas. She was told in Germany that 
she would find the kind of water to cure her in Colfax, 
Iowa; and it did. 

Hotel Colfax under the direction of Donahue alter- 
nately flourished and languished. It was sold at a sher- 
iff’s sale in 1904. Then it later made a comeback. But 
after several successful seasons, it finally closed during 
the depression following World War I. The government 
offered seventy-five thousand dollars to use it as a vet- 
erans’ hospital. The old hotel underwent extensive 
change as a result of this transaction. The large lux- 
urious bedrooms were divided to accommodate two, three 
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and more patients. However, the facilities were ap- 
parently inadequate to meet the needs of convalescing 
veterans. It closed again, this time for twenty-two years. 

Old Hotel Colfax eventually opened again as a home 
for four hundred fifty-five fat pigs, and was appropriate- 
ly called the Pig Palace. Officially known as the Great 
National Swiss Palace, it became the headquarters of 
the National Purebred Livestock Exchange. 

Within a few years, the still impressive structure and 
grounds were purchased for two hundred thousand dol- 
lars and used as a center for the treatment of alcoholics 
by Dr. Frederick McCallister, Chief of Staff at Still 
Osteopathic Hospital in Des Moines. He did much to 
publicize the proper treatment and rehabilitation of such 
afflicted persons. Patients were assigned a room and 
put to bend for a week, with medical and psycopathic 
treatment sometimes lasting a month. Expenses began 
at four hundred dollars per month. The record in the 
late 1940’s showed 83% of the patients, including many 
women, to have been substantially helped in this man- 
ner. 

The institution soon failed because of the expenses. 
It was one of the largest centers of its type in the United 
States, serving one hundred patients at any one time. 

The Foxbilt Feed Company of Des Moines, bought 
this fabulous landmark, and for a short time, used it as 
a training school for their sales people. It passed into 
the hands of the Catholic Society of the Divine Savior 
in 1952. Known as Salvatorians, this group of priests have 
their headquarters in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and train 
youths of fourteen different countries in missionary work. 

The original Hotel Colfax still stands proudly on the 
highest ground for miles around. It looks down upon the 
Skunk river valley and hundreds of acres of scenic wood- 
land. It has been a renowned spa, a government hospi- 
tal, a “pig palace,” an institution for the treatment of 
alcoholics, and finally, an international religious school. 
Hotel Colfax, a unique and interesting symbol of a by- 
gone era in Iowa, fortunately, is being preserved and 
once again serving a useful purpose. 


lowa People and Events... 


Book for Immigrants 


In 1871 the federal government published a Report of 
the Chief of Bureau of Statistics on Immigration with de- 
tailed information concerning the prices and rentals of 
land, the staple products, facilities of access to market, 
cost of farm stock, kind of labor in demand in the western 
and southern states. Compiled by Edward Young, it 
attempted to supply the answers to questions the pros- 
pective immigrant most needed to know. 


The advantages for different types of work in each 
Iowa county, and the amount and quality of land avail- 
able were given as follows: 


Lee: mechanics do well here, also small farmers; land of 
good quality is all occupied. Henry: good land in abundance. 
Jefferson: there is a large amount of land yet unoccupied 
which can be purchased at reasonable rates; there is also 
a demand for mechanical labor, but capital is needed. Louisa: 
there is a demand for common laborers and small farmers; 
no land of any considerable amount unoccupied. 


Washington: as good a chance to work as a man wants; 
any amount of unoccupied land to be obtained if desired. 
Van Buren: one-third of the best land is yet unoccupied, 
and it is cheap; there is good hardwood in abundance; coal 
plenty, and water-power unlimited; mechanics wanted. Davis: 
plenty of land unoccupied; a fine opening for men of small 
or large means. 


Jones: raising hogs, cattle, and corn is the most profitable 
business; great profits will also arise from the advance in 
the price of land, in consequence of the construction of the 
proposed railroads. Jackson: good schools and churches; 
plenty of timber and stone for building; lime, water-power, 
healthful climate, and a people who pay their debts. 

Dubuque: in this county, we have a city with a population 
of about 20,000 inhabitants, furnishing a home market for 
vegetables, butter, poultry, etc.; about one-half of the land 
in this county is unoccupied, well watered, and of good quality. 
Buchanan: some very fine prairie lands yet unoccupied, and 
good opportunities to obtain farms at reasonable prices. 
Howard: any amount of unoccupied land in the hands of 
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speculators; we want anybody who will work; the water is 
excellent. 

Clayton: we want both labor and capital to utilize our fine 
water-power, and develop the rich manufacturing advantages 
of our new country, but skilled labor without capital is useless. 
Delaware: common laborers get $1.25 a day; mechanics, from 
$2.50 to $4 per day; plenty of land to be obtained on reasonable 
terms. Mitchell: as good inducements for all kinds of laborers 
as there are in the country. 


Winneshiek: some good land unoccupied, but all held by 
speculators and non-residents; prices varying from $5 to $15 
per acre; fine stock-raising country. Chickasaw: there is a 
very good opening for the classes of labor that are common 
to a farming country; farmers of small means can do well. 
Bremer: the same as above. Wapello: good land, well 
timbered, plenty of stone, and unlimited quantities of bitum- 
inous coal. 

Benton: plenty of land unoccupied. Jasper: good wages 
and cheap living for laborers; fertile and cheap land for 
farmers. Johnson: a soil unsurpassed in richness; healthful 
climate, and an enterprising and industrious population, with 
easy access to a market. Mahaska: laborers, mechanics, and 
small farmers can always find employment at good wages; 
plenty of land of the best quality. 

Dallas and Keokuk: the best lands in the United States 
inviting tillage. Wayne: land of excellent quality, and cheap. 
Ringgold: plenty to accommodate thousands of applicants for 
small farms. Clarke: the same as above. Shelby and Potta- 
wattomie: unsurpassed inducements to settlers of limited 
means, and all others. Warren, Union, Harrison, and Mont- 
gomery: the same. Page: the gardenspot of the world. 

Taylor: settlers with small means get the benefit of the 
range for cattle and all the hay they need, without fencing, 
with the richest of land. Dickinson: the best of land at a low 
price; there is also vacant Government land that may be 
taken as homesteads. Black Hawk: profitable employment 
for all who are willing to work. The healthfulness of the 
country is remarkable. 

Boone, Greene, Carroll, and Crawford: several thousands 
of small farmers are wanted, and brickmakers are especially 
needed. Story: mechanics can find plenty of work at fair 
wages; plenty of improved prairie land of good quality, at 
fair prices. Sac: many hundred thousands of acres of farming 
land yet unoccupied; this county is fast filling up, and there 
is a demand for mechanics of every trade. 

Cerro Gordo: as above; average price, $4 per acre. Hamil- 
ton: plenty of desirable land, and abundance of coal for fuel; 
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all kinds of mechanics are needed here. Kossuth: a large 
area of cheap lands and a healthful climate; a fair demand 
for all kinds of labor, and superior advantages for small 
farmers. 


Simpson College Festival 


The fifth annual Christian Liberal Arts Festival was 
held on the Simpson college campus at Indianola, October 
12th and 13th. This increasingly significant cultural 
event had as its theme, “The Root of Man’s Trouble— 
And Man’s Hope.” Several distinguished guests partici- 
pated in the program contributing much to its success. 
They included the eminent American historian, Dr. Avery 
O. Craven, who is an alumnus of Simpson college; Dr. 
Richard J. Neutra, one of the world’s leading architects; 
General Alfred M. Gruenther, former commander-in- 
chief of NATO; and His Excellency, Dr. Charles H. Malik, 
recently elected present of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

The sessions were well attended by students, and 
visitors from throughout the state. The stimulating in- 
tellectual fare provided by the guest speakers was a 
rewarding experience appreciated by all. President 
William E. Kerstetter and the administration are to be 
congratulated for making possible such enrichment of 
college life and the citizenry of Iowa. 


Agricultural Hall of Fame 


An Iowa site could be chosen for a projected five million 
dollar agricultural Hall of Fame. Plans call for the 
acquiring of a 400-acre tract on which will be constructed, 
a museum, library, and other facilities for preserving the 
story of American agriculture and the men who pioneered 
in its development. The executive committee of the Hall 
of Fame Association, a non-profit private corporation, is 
currently considering the environs of Kansas City, 
Springfield, Illinois, and the Des Moines-Ames area. 

The idea of a historical institution devoted to such an 
important aspect of America’s economy originated about 
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a year ago with Howard A. Cowden of Kansas City, 
president of the Consumers Co-operative Association. 
Widespread support for the project grew rapidly. Mem- 
bers of the executive committee are Charles B. Shuman, 
president of the American Farm Bureau Federation; 
Herschel Newsom, nationa! master of the Grange; James 
Patton, president of the National Farmers Union; Dr. 
O. S. Willham, president of Oklahoma State university; 
Dean J. H. Longwell of the University of Missouri; Ed 
Hoyt, Nebraska commissioner of agriculture; Harry 
Darby, former senator from Kansas; and J. S. Russell, 
farm editor of the Des Moines Register. Several out- 
standing leaders in the business world have been added 


to the board of governors. 

It is hoped this agricultural Hall of Fame will be locat- 
ed in Iowa, the nation’s leading farm state. Iowans on 
the Association’s board of governors include Mr. Russell, 
Edgar Hovey of Badger, Rt. Rev. Msgr. L. G. Ligutti of 
Des Moines, and Mrs. Raymond Sayre of Ackworth. But 
the public officials and leading citizens of the other areas 
under consideration have shown a strong desire to co- 
operate with the Association and it is questionable 
whether there is sufficient interest here to influence 
the committee in favor of Iowa. The proposed institution 
should in any event contribute much to our knowledge 
and appreciation of the historical growth of farm life 
in this country. 


Tour of Historic Sites in Iowa 


The Iowa Society for the Preservation of Historic 
Landmarks held its third tour of historic sites in Iowa 
this year, October 11th. Charles Chappell of Keokuk, 
president, Mrs. R. B. Engelbeck of Des Moines, secretary, 
and members were the guests of Otha D. Wearin at his 
Nishna Vale farm near Hastings, inspecting his fine 
collection of early American glass and Iowana. Mrs. 
Neva Bowen graciously conducted them through Hoyt 
House, a major station on John Brown’s underground 
railroad, a mile southeast of Hastings, and they visited 
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his former headquarters and drill ground on the old 
Tabor college campus.* The tour ended with Mr. Will 
C. Rathke showing the party through the interesting 
Mills county court house at Glenwood. It was built 101 
years ago and is soon to be razed. 

Previous tours have been taken to the birthplaces of 
Herbert Hoover at West Branch and the covered bridges 
of Madison county. Further trips are being planned for 
next year. The physical remains of Ilowa’s early history 
are disappearing rapidly, and the Society’s efforts to 
preserve and stimulate interest in these important sites 
should be encouraged and supported. 


* The Rev. John Todd’s Early Settlement and Growth of Western 
Iowa (Des Moines 1906) describes some of John Brown’s activities 
in and around Tabor, Iowa. 


Mesquakie Indian Portraits 


The Department has been pleased to accept a fine 
collection of Indian photographs from the works of 
Josephine M. Wallace of Tucson, Arizona. They were 
taken several years ago on the Tama reservation and 
consist of a number of large prints and negatives pictur- 
ing many of the leading men and women of the Mes- 
quakie tribe. They have been exhibited in salons in 
Canada, Australia, and France, as well as in this country. 


Philippine Insurrection Pictures 


Charles H. Johnson of Des Moines recently donated to 
the Department many interesting snapshots taken by 
his father, John E. Johnson, while a member of the 32nd 
Infantry during the Philippine Insurrection in 1898-99. 


Member of the 1902 Iowa Legislature 


The recent death of William G. Kerr of Grundy Center 
leaves Emory H. English of Des Moines, former editor 
of the Annals, the only survivor of the 100 members of 
the house of representatives in the Twenty-ninth Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1902. 


Iowa’s Notable Dead... 


CAROLYN CAMPBELL PENpDRAY, first woman to serve in the Iowa 
legislature, died November 23, 1958, at Mount Pleasant, Iowa; 
born on a farm near there, December 9, 1881, the daughter 
of Thomas Franklin and Harriett Emily Dutton Campbell; 
graduated from the Mount Pleasant high school in 1899; taught 
rural schools near Mount Pleasant and in Des Moines county 
for twelve years, was Henry county superintendent of schools 
from 1913 to 1920, also holding classes on primary methods 
three summers at Iowa Wesleyan college; became active in 
the Democratic party, serving as county chairwoman for 
Jackson county and member of the state central committee 
as chairwoman for the Second Congressional district; married 
to William James Pendray at Mount Pleasant, March 24, 
1920, and moved to Maquoketa in 1923 where his merchandis- 
ing business was established; elected to the Iowa house of 
representatives from Jackson county in November 1927, two 
years after women became qualified to sit in the General 
Assembly; took the same seat her father occupied at the 28th 
General Assembly; re-elected in 1929, and was a successful 
twenty-third district candidate for the senate in 1931; noted 
for her speaking and debating ability in support of legislation 
on education and women’s rights; retained an interest in 
political affairs and cultural events on returning to Mount 
Pleasant after the death of her husband in 1938; was a mem- 
ber of the Federated Congregational church, the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, and P.E.O. society; survived 
by a sister, Mrs. Besse Kizer, Texarkana, Texas. 


Wruu1am Gatt Kerr, retired attorney and former legislator, 
died October 31, 1958, at Traer, Iowa; born in Grundy Center, 
September 2, 1871, the son of Daniel and Clara T. Estabrook 
Kerr; graduated from the local high school in 1891, enrolled 
at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, transferred to Cornell College 
in Grinnell for two years, and entered the State University 
of Iowa law school in 1895; married to Grace R. Sprague of 
Grundy Center, September 25, 1895, moving onto a farm west of 
town; admitted to the bar in 1896, and the next year became a 
law associate of his father, former fifth district congressman; 
soon was active in the Republican party being elected state 
representative in 1899, and introduced one of the first bills to 
regulate the financing of political campaigns during his two 
terms in office; gave valued counsel to the leaders of his 


551 


552 ANNALS OF IOWA 


party for many years while devoting himself to real estate 
investments and representing such long time clients as the 
Rock Island and Chicago & Northwestern railroads; main- 
tained an active interest in public affairs and was a frequent 
contributor to newspaper columns; had a deep appreciation of 
local history, authoring an extensive and respected history of 
Grundy Center; was a frequent representative of the Pres- 
byterian church to its General Assembly and the Iowa Synod; 
survived by three sons, Roscoe, Des Moines, Laurence W., 
Detroit, Michigan, and the Reverend Daniel E., Huron, South 
Dakota. 


Route L. PEMBERTON, prominent farmer and swine judge, died 
at Iowa City, Iowa, October 21, 1958; born in Greenville, 
January 10, 1891, the son of Albert and Mattie Pemberton, 
and was a first cousin of Herbert Hoover; graduated from 
Palmer College at LeGrand in 1909 gaining prominence in 
athletics; married to Electa Schoch, November 30, 1911; began 
farming in 1912, first showing purebred Hampshires at the 
Iowa State Fair two years later, and started his judging career 
in 1916; became hog buyer for the Eastern Iowa Market 
Association at Toledo in 1929, building the business to 500 car- 
loads a day; promoted swine improvement programs and was 
a leader in the production of meat-type pigs; honored at the 
1952 International Live Stock Exposition in Chicago, Illinois, 
when his portrait was hung in the gallery of the famed Saddle 
and Sirloin Club; recently resided in Knoxville, Iowa, as 
secretary of the Hampshire Swine Registry at Peoria, Illinois; 
was a birthright member of the Friends church; survived by 
his wife. 


Haureck J. Mantz, retired attorney and former Iowa Supreme 
Court justice, died, November 14, 1958, at Guthrie Center, 
Iowa; born in Iowa county, September 23, 1877, the son of 
Samuel and Harriet Mantz; moved with his parents to Audubon 
county in 1881, working on a farm and attending the public 
schools there; taught in the rural schools of the county for 
three years and studied law at Drake University in Des Moines, 
graduating in 1904; married to Dorothy Sandberg in Kansas 
City, Missouri, August 27, 1910; began the practice of law in 
Audubon taking an active part in civic and governmental 
affairs; served as county attorney from 1909 until 1913, was 
twice elected mayor of Audubon, was a Republican member 
of the house in the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth General 
Assemblies, and represented the Seventeenth district in the 
senate during the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, and Fortieth extra- 
ordinary sessions; became judge of the Fifteenth judicial 
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district in 1925, and supreme court justice in 1943, serving 
till his resignation in 1953; belonged to the masonic fraternity, 
and was a former trustee of the First Presbyterian church; 
survived by his wife, one son, Paul, Van Nuys, California, 
and a daughter, Mrs. Gordon Luce, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 


Leon Brown, businessman, former newspaperman, and state 
official, died September 17, 1958, in Des Moines, Iowa; born 
November 24, 1870, at Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, later moving with 
his parents to Jefferson, and graduating from high school there; 
graduated from the State University of Iowa in 1890, and be- 
came a reporter with the old Des Moines Daily News; succes- 
sively served the Des Moines Leader, Des Moines Register and 
Leader, and Des Moines Register, becoming managing editor, state 
editor, and respected political writer for the latter paper; 
married to Zilpha Popejoy, June 16, 1917; was state publicity 
director for the federal food administration for a year during 
World War I; joined the staff of State Budget Director E. L. 
Hogue in 1925, leaving that work about 1931 to become as- 
sociated with his wife in owning and operating the Iowa Press 
Clipping Service; supported the Republican political party, 
was a member of Beta Theta Pi, the Masons, the Za-Ga-Zig 
Shrine Temple, and attended the Plymouth Congregational 
church; survived by his wife. 


Rosert BucHANAN McCanpiess, former federal official and 
banker, died March 11, 1958, in Washington, D. C.; born at 
Montezuma, Iowa, November 1, 1885, the son of John and 
Kate Buchanan McCandless; moved with his family to Sheldon 
about 1891 and after graduating from high school there in 
1902, attended Grinnell College for three years; married to 
Clara Lanning of Sheldon, July 15, 1908, and after her death 
in 1950, married Allie Krahling of near George, Iowa; began 
seventeen years in the banking business near Mitchell, South 
Dakota; joined the United States Treasury Department in 
1924 as a receiver of closed national banks, serving in South 
Dakota, South Carolina, Louisville, Kentucky, and Chicago, 
Illinois, later made supervising receiver in charge of the plan 
for speeding up payments to depositors with money advanced 
on the security of closed banks’ assets; appointed deputy 
comptroller of the currency in 1941; traveled widely after 
his retirement in 1951, and had been studying advanced Latin 
at Catholic University; was a Mason, and associated with 
the Congregational church; survived by his wife. 


Lyte L. ScumirTErR, economist and former federal official, died 
in Washington, D. C., April 10, 1958; born on a farm near 
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Rubio, Iowa, about 1907; graduated from the high school at 
Richland, Iowa, and Penn College at Oskaloosa, attended the 
University of Chicago, the International Institute at Geneva, 
Switzerland, and received advanced degrees in economics 
and political science from the University of Maine and the 
University of Geneva; taught economics at the University 
of Maine from 1927 to 1929, and at Iowa Wesleyan College 
from 1929 to 1931; entered government service with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in 1936, was one of the first 
employees of the Social Security Board, becoming senior 
economic analyst and finance chief; was chief of the confer- 
ence planning section of the Department of State from 1942 
until 1951, surveying the site of the first United Nations meet- 
ing in San Francisco; later served as principal economist 
with the Department of Commerce in the Office of Inter- 
national Trade; had recently been managing director of 
Fiducia, Inc., and manager of the Washington office of In- 
vestors Consultants, Inc.; survived by his wife, the former 
Laure Babut of France, two sons, Philip Charles, a student 
at the University of Mexico, Eric Dean, a student at Earlham 
College, Richmond, Indiana, and a daughter, Susan Amy. 


RayMonp MOLLYNEAUX HucHEs, former college administrator, 
died at LaGrange Park, Illinois, September 22, 1958; born 
at Atlantic, Iowa, January 14, 1873, the son of Melancthon and 
Emily Mollyneaux Hughes; graduated from Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio, in 1893 as valedictorian and Phi Beta Kappa; 
taught science two years in the high school at Hamilton, 
Ohio, before earning a M.S. degree at Ohio State University 
in 1897 as a fellow in chemistry; completed a year of graduate 
study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and be- 
came professor of physics and chemistry at Miami; also 
became registrar in 1899 while remaining professor of chem- 
istry from 1904 to 1913; was made dean of liberal arts in 1908, 
acting president in 1911, and president of Miami University in 
1913; accepted the presidency of Iowa State College in 1927, 
and retired as president emeritus in 1936; married July 11, 
1901, to Ella Brainerd Rogers, and following her death, mar- 
ried Helen Idsardi Richardson in 1938; served as trustee of 
McCormick Theological Seminary from 1939 to 1942, secretary- 
treasurer of the Association of American Colleges from 1918 
to 1921, secretary to the Commission on Higher Education of 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools from 1923 to 1928, secretary of the American Council 
on Education from 1924 to 1927 and chairman in 1932-33, and 
secretary of the National Association of State Universities in 
1926-27; was author of A Manual for College Trustees, published 


IOWA’S NOTABLE DEAD 555 


in 1943, Education, America’s Magic (with W. H. Lancelot) in 1946, 
and A Study of American Graduate Schools Conferring the Doctorate 
also in 1946; was an active Presbyterian, and a Republican; 
survived by his wife, and a daughter, Mrs. Joseph C. Boyce of 
Hinsdale, Illinois. 


Guy L. Busy, federal official and former editor, died at 
Alexandria, Virginia, September 15, 1958; born in Greenfield, 
Iowa, about 1889; studied animal husbandry at the University 
of Nebraska, returned to Bushville farm in Grand River 
township to conduct swine experiments, becoming a pioneer 
in the development of meat-type hogs; was active in organiz- 
ing the Adair county Farm Bureau, and visited the Soviet 
Union in the twenties as an internationally recognized swine 
expert; joined the staff of Wallace's Farmer magazine in 1925 
advancing to associate editor; assisted in policy planning 
when Henry A. Wallace became Secretary of Agriculture in 
1933; named to head the regional office of the agricultural 
attache in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and Havana, Cuba; since 
1955 had been special assistant to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service’s assistant administrator in charge of agricultural 
attaches; survived by his wife, Louise Gibbs Bush, formerly 
of Greenfield, one son, Guy Jr., a post-graduate student at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Lola Munson, Mainz, Germany. 


Rosert Henperson, former state official and newspaperman, 
died in Des Moines, Iowa, September 16, 1958; born in Bur- 
lington, March 22, 1873, but moved with his parents to a farm 
near Creston in 1876, and into town with his family eight years 
later; attended the public schools there though forced to quit 
at.the age of fifteen to help support the large family; learned 
the printer’s trade and had become editor of first one and 
then the other Creston daily by 1895; worked on the Waterloo 
Courier as a reporter for a year before enrolling at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa where illness soon forced him to give up 
further formal education; returned to newspaper work and 
was editor of the Council Bluffs Nonpareil for three years be- 
fore serving as private secretary to Congressman Walter I. 
Smith from 1900 to 1902; lost his sense of hearing and attended 
the Iowa School for the Deaf at Council Bluffs for several 
months; married to his teacher there, Myrtle Long, in the 
spring of 1905; accepted the editorship of the Nonpareil again 
and during his seven years in that position gained a reputa- 
tion for strong, thoughtful editorials; elected state printer on 
the Republican ticket in 1911, serving until 1933 though the 
superintendent of printing was made an appointive office in 
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1921; operated the John M. Jamieson Bindery Company in 
Des Moines for several years before retiring about 1954; 
member of the Plymouth Congregational church; survived 
by his wife, one son, John W. Henderson, with the American 
embassy in Indonesia, two daughters, Mrs. Harry Hartwick, 
Princeton, New York, and Mrs. Jane Johnson of New York 
City. 


Wri1amM Cuapin Huntincton, former State Department offi- 
cial, writer, and industrial engineer, died at his summer 
home near Bluemont, Virginia, October 6, 1958; born in Des 
Moines, Iowa, April 13, 1884, the son of Clarence William 
and Edith Chapin Huntington; obtained his M.E. degree from 
Columbia University in 1907, and was a metallurgist with the 
United States Steel Corporation for four years; studied and 
traveled in Europe receiving a doctorate in engineering from 
the Royal Technical College of Aix la Chapelle (Aachen), 
Germany, in 1914; was United States Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce commercial agent for the Chicago district 
for two years before becoming commercial attache to the 
American embassy in Petrograd, Russia; observed the de- 
velopment of the Russian revolution, returning in 1918 to 
become chief of the Russian division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce; married to Frances A. Carpenter, 
April 6, 1920; served as commercial attache at the American 
embassy in Paris, France, for two years, before returning 
to establish an industrial engineering consulting practice in 
1923; devoted himself to research on Russian economic condi- 
tions after 1925, lecturing on Russian history in the graduate 
school of American university from 1937 to 1939, and serving 
as a consultant on Russia to the geographer of the Department 
of State during World War II; became editor-in-chief of the 
Russian Translation Project conducted by the American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies in 1944; was author of Homesick Million— 
or Russia Out of Russia, published in 1933, and Prospects of American 
Trade with the Soviet Union in 1935; was an Episcopalian, mem- 
ber of the Cosmos and Chevy Chase clubs, and Washington 
Literary Society; survived by his wife, and two daughters, 
Mrs. Huntington Noel of Washington, and Mrs. David Benton 
Williams of New York. 


Mrs. Frora Cotron Etter, political worker and community 
leader, died at Sigourney, Iowa, September 4, 1958; born in 
Scott county, Iowa, April 22, 1870, the daughter of Dr. Newton 
Brown and Ellen Crane Cotton; attended school at Inland in 
Cedar county, and Drury college at Springfield, Missouri, 
when the family later moved to Bentonville, Arkansas; taught 
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school a short time before being married, December 20, 1894, 
to William Luther Etter, her former teacher; lived in Tipton, 
Iowa, during his administration of the schools there, and 
moved to Sigourney in 1899 upon his purchase of the Sigourney 
Review; long active in the Iowa Democratic party serving 
as the party’s nominee for secretary of state in 1930, 
and was national committeewoman for Iowa for many years; 
was a faithful member of the Presbyterian church, active 
in the P.E.O. for more than fifty years, member of the 
Daughters of American Colonists, and was a past president 
of the American Legion auxiliary in Sigourney; widowed since 
1935, survived by a son, Cotton Etter of Sigourney, and two 
daughters, Mrs. E. E. Sleeper, Brooklyn, New York, and 
Mrs. Karl L. Seliger, Orange City, Iowa. 


Frank B. Wuinery, dentist, died at Iowa City, Iowa December 
1, 1958; born in Hardin county June 3, 1886, the son of James 
L. and Cecelia McDill Whinery; attended high school in Mar- 
shalltown and received his dental degree from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in 1909; practiced in Marshalltown before join- 
ing the dental college faculty at the university in 1912, and 
was a member of the board in control of athletics while there; 
married to Helen Swisher in Iowa City June 13, 1911; began 
a long private practice in 1916; served on the Iowa City school 
board in the 1930’s, the state board of dental examiners, and 
was a past president and director of the Iowa State Dental 
society; chosen Iowa dentist of the year in May, 1958; belonged 
to the Presbyterian church, the Elks, and was a charter mem- 
ber of the local Lions club; survived by his wife; a son, Dr. 
John G. Whinery, Amarillo, Texas, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Jackson Casey, Rochester, New York; one son, Frank Jr., 
preceded him in death. 


CarteTon R. Batu, retired agronomist and botanist for the 
federal government, died February 2, 1958 in Washington, 
D. C.; born in Lyon county, Iowa in 1873; joined the depart- 
ment of Agriculture in 1899, rising to become principal agrono- 
mist in charge of the office of cereal crops, bureau of Plant 
Industry; became a research associate with the bureau of Pub- 
lic Administration, university of California, in 1930, return- 
ing to Washington in 1934 as executive secretary of the co- 
ordinating committee of the Tennessee Valley Authority, de- 
partment of Agriculture, and State Experiment Stations; re- 
tired in 1943 but remained an officially designated collaborator 
on federal-state relationships; was a founder and past presi- 
dent of the Organization of Professional Employees; authored 
nearly two hundred scientific papers and a two-volume work 
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on federal-state- local government cooperation in the field of 
agriculture; long active in church work as a member of the 
legislative committee of the Council for Social Action of the 
Congregational Christian churches; belonged to the Cosmos 
club and several honor societies. 


Epwin R. Rocuester, retired pioneer organizer and conductor 
of western tours, died June 14, 1958 at his home in Silver 
Spring, Maryland; born about 1868 in Lime Springs, Iowa; 
worked for the State, War, and Navy Department in Wash- 
ington, D. C. from 1897 to 1915, when his first 39-day tour of 
the west was organized guiding people through the national 
parks, west coast, and Canada; conducted his early trips 
through Yellowstone national park by stagecoach, and was 
there when the first automobile was driven through; his later 
tours included the West Indies, Europe and Mexico; retired 
from active business during World War II; survived by his 
wife, Edna, a step-daughter, Mrs. Bryce Holcombe, Silver 
Spring, and a step-son, Robert Claflin, Miami, Florida. 


Frank R. Daun, attorney and former principal examiner of 
the United States Patent Office, died June 2, 1958 at his 
home in Chevy Chase, Maryland; born in Floyd county, Iowa, 
about 1879; joined the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, 
D. C. in 1904, entering Columbian college (now George Wash- 
ington university) at the same time; received the bachelor 
of science, bachelor of laws, and master of patent law degrees, 
and began the practice of law in 1911; appointed principal 
examiner of the Patent Office in 1920, serving for a number of 
years; was a member of the board of managers of the Ameri- 
can Patent Law Association; survived by his wife, Norrine 
Norris Dahn, two daughters, Mrs. William E. Hauver Jr., 
and Mrs. Bernard R. Linkins, both of Silver Spring, Mary- 
land. 


Harry Eart Watson, state legislator, land owner and farm 
operator, died December 1, 1958 at the hospital in Sheldon, 
Iowa; born on a farm near Archer June 27, 1906, the son of 
George and Erma Watson; graduated from the Archer con- 
solidated school in 1924 and started farming while still at 
home; married Elbie Hanefield of Sanborn December 31, 1928, 
and moved to farm near there in the spring of 1930; as a Re- 
publican represented O’Brien county in the house of repre- 
sentatives during the 51st, 52nd and 52nd Extra General Assem- 
blies; elected to the senate from the Forty-seventh senatorial 
district in 1948; made chairman of the good roads study com- 
mittee that year, and also served as chairman of the govern- 
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ment reorganization committee, the toll road research com- 
mittee, the highway senate committee, and the state board of 
control among others; received the Iowa Good Roads Associ- 
ation Award of Merit for his work as chairman of the roads 
and highways committee in 1956; and during the last two ses- 
sions was the first to ever serve as chairman of the senate 
appropriations committee for more than one term; was an 
elder in the Presbyterian church, a member of the Eastern 
Star, Masonic lodge, Consistory and Abu Bekr Shrine; sur- 
vived by his wife, five daughters, Mary Glee, Sibley, Mrs. 
Walter Lehmann, Hopkins, Minnesota, Mrs. John J. Getting, 
Ames, LaVonne Raye, a freshman in high school, and Laura 
Lea in the sixth grade. 


Moray L. Esy, businessman and retired athletic coach, died 
at his home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa November 25, 1958; born 
at Adair October 15, 1877, and entered the university of Iowa 
in 1897 achieving wide recognition as a member of the school’s 
outstanding football teams of 1899 and 1900; married to Pearl 
Nichols at West Liberty, Iowa January 14, 1911; successfully 
coached football at Woodbine college and West Liberty high 
school before joining the university coaching staff in 1909; 
went to Cedar Rapids to practice law in 1913 but accepted 
the position of head football coach at Coe college instead, com- 
piled an outstanding record over the next 29 years, his teams 
being conference champions eight times and their few defeats 
usually coming at the hands of much larger schools; named 
one of the ten top coaches in the nation by Knute Rockne in 
1926; resigned in 1943 to become head of the sporting goods 
department at Armstrong’s store, and later opened his own 
business; continued an active interest in sports, serving as 
commissioner of the Iowa conference from 1951 to 1957; named 
to the Hall of Fame of the National Association of Intercol- 
legiate Athletics in November, 1958; was a member of the 
First Presbyterian church, the Lions club, and the Masons; 
survived by his wife, and a daughter, Mrs. Frank P. Jakoubek, 
Cedar Rapids; a son, Robert N. Eby, died in 1942. 


Isaac Frank Nerr, retired professor of mathematics, died July 
23, 1958 in Des Moines, Iowa; born in Madison county about 
1873, and attended the Earlham Academy, Earlham, Towa; 
received his B.P. degree from Drake university in 1900, his 
B.S. in 1902, and M.S. in 1904, also serving as an instructor in 
mathematics; did graduate work at the university of Chicago 
the next year while a student assistant in mathematics, and 
later studied at Columbia university and the university of 
Wisconsin; was professor of mathematics at Bethany College, 
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Bethany, West Virginia for three years before accepting a 
similar post at Drake university in Des Moines in 1908; be- 
came one of the builders of that institution as head of the 
mathematics department, respected and remembered by hund- 
reds of students down through the years; declined an appoint- 
ment as instructor in mathematics at Columbia university in 
1916 and an offer to head the department of mathematics at 
Texas Christian university in 1921; provided leadership in 
many administrative activities, and was active in several 
mathematic and scientific societies; as a charter member of the 
Mathematical Association of America, helped to organize the 
Iowa section, holding every office at different times, and co- 
founded the Iowa Mathematics Teachers’ Association; retired 
from teaching in 1944; was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, 
Adelphic Mason lodge, and served as an elder in the Univer- 
sity Christian church; survived by his wife, Effie Margaret, 
four daughters, Mrs. W. B. Chase Jr., Des Moines, Mrs. Robert 
W. Burns, Atlanta, Georgia, Mrs. David Hess, Davenport, and 
Mrs. Carson B. Murdy, Aberdeen, South Dakota. 


IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
AND ARCHIVES 


Claude R. Cook, Curator 
Des Moines 


An institution of the State of Iowa, located at the seat of 
government, established as a department of the State in 1892, 
and administered by a Curator elected by a Board of Trustees 
composed of the Governor of the State, a Justice of the Iowa 
Supreme Court and the Superintendent of Public Instruction. It 
consists of the following divisions: 


The Public Archives of the State of Iowa 

The State Census Records of Iowa 

The War History Division—Iowans in Four Wars 
The G.A.R. Collection 


The Portrait Gallery of Iowa, exhibiting oil portaits of 
the outstanding men and women who have contrib- 
uted to Iowa culture, official life and progress. 


The Museum Division: Indian, geology, pioneer life, 
transportation, and natural history collections and 
exhibits 


The Iowa Historical and Genealogical Library 
Publication: ANNALS oF Iowa, a Magazine of History 


The Newspaper Division—Files of Iowa newspapers and 
periodicals from territorial days to the present 


The Manuscript Collection including papers, addresses, 
documents and correspondence of eminent Iowans, 
supplying unrecorded chapters in state history 


In the interest of preserving Iowa history, the Curator solicits 
the presentation, to the Manuscript Collection, of letters, diaries, 
family histories, and general manuscripts about Iowans and 
institutions in the area of which the state is a geographical part. 
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In the more than half a century the ANNAts or Iowa has been 
published, it has been a repository for, and made available, a 
vast amount of valuable data on the history of the State other- 
wise not accessible. The securing of material, and editing and 
supervising its publication, is a part of the immediate task of 
carrying on the work of the Department in harmony with estab- 
lished traditions. 

Bound files of the publication are preserved in countless li- 
braries of the State, and may be consulted by those engaged in 
research and historical writing. 
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B. F. Tillinghast and Clara Barton are welcomed in St. Petersburg 
by Admiral Kaznakoff, chamberlain to the Czar. 


